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Hunting in good faith: one priest writes about how he reconciles his 
Christian faith with his love of foxhunting. See page 3 



‘Mystery worshipper project to 
make Church more welcoming 

A VICAR shut her church doors and ordered can truly be a mission centred church,’ she said. 



her congregation off to other parishes as part of 
a radical scheme to make her services more 
accessible and welcoming to outsiders. 

Revd Sally Welch told her congregation they 
needed to go out to learn what it felt like to be 
a stranger in church. 

So one Sunday morning, she shut Kintbury St 
Mary’s doors and sent members out to sur- 
rounding churches to see how welcome they felt. 
More than 50 members of the congregation took 
part in the experience. 

In some cases the results were depressing: one 
member reported back that ‘no-one actually spoke 
to me at all’ but others were inspired and said 
‘Should we go back, we would feel we belonged’. 

The aim of ‘mystery worshipper’ Sunday, as it 
was called, was not to criticise other churches 
but learn from them, insisted Mrs Welch. 

She said members of the congregation had 
been revitalised by the experience. 

‘With a congregation so committed to reach- 
ing out to strangers and newcomers, we feel we 

New Honorary canons fo 

THE Bishop of Oxford has appointed six new 
honarary canons of Christ Church Cathedral. 
The six are: 

• Tony Dickinson, for his parish ministry at 
Slough and High Wycombe and his work as 
ecumenical and European officer; 

• Glyn Evans for his ministry to the rural 
church and his contribution to agicultural life; 

• Roger Humphreys for his parish ministry at 
Carterton and Woodstock and his ministry as 
area dean; 

• Jeremy Hurst for his ministry at Langley 
parish and the Diocesan Board of Education; 

• Theresa Scott for her parish ministry at 
Drayton and Burchetts Green and contribution 



The idea for ‘mystery worshipper’ Sunday 
had been sparked by her own experience one 
Sunday with her four children - the youngest of 
whom is just 18 months old - at a church in 
Devon. She is working hard in Kintbury to make 
services more accessible to families and her con- 
gregation is growing steadily as a result. 

Lessons learnt from the experience were put 
into practice at a recent family service, when 
over 140 people turned up from the village, and 
Kintbury Morris men danced in the aisles. Mrs 
Welch said the best moment was when she 
stopped the collection plate and told the con- 
gregation they were her guest and guests would 
not be charged - but regular members of the 
congregation were expected to pay twice, once 
for themselves and once for a guest. 

‘A cheer went up, and the singing was twice 
as high as before,’ she said. 

Revd Richard Thomas, communications 
director for the diocese, said Mrs Welch’s idea 
was ‘inspirational’. 

Christ Church 

to non-stipendiary and women’s ministry; 

• Jane Shaw for her ministry in the University of 
Oxford, the cathedral and the national church. 

The role of the canons is an honorary one and 
there are only 24 at any one time. 

The Rt Revd Richard Harries said: ‘It gives 
me great pleasure to express our appreciation of 
the ministries of these six in this way; they rep- 
resent ministry in a wide range of spheres and, 
as they themselves would be the first to recog- 
nise, are part of ministering teams themselves. I 
know Christ Church is looking forward to wel- 
coming them and using their gifts further.’ 

They will be installed in Christ Church at 
Evensong on 22 January 2005. 
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From Reading to 



the search for unity 



Archdeacon of Oxford to retire 



by John Rees 

IN retrospect, our difficulties 
over the appointment of a new 
bishop of Reading last year 
look like a dress-rehearsal for 
the furore in the Anglican 
Communion which later erupt- 
ed over Canon Gene Robinson's 
consecration as a bishop in the 
American Episcopal Church. 
Robinson's consecration brought 
into focus other gay issues, 
including the authorisation of a 
same-sex union liturgy by 
Bishop Michael Ingham, for 
use in the Canadian diocese of 
New Westminster. In response, 
bishops and archbishops in 
many parts of Africa and South- 
East Asia began to ‘adopt’ 
North American parishes which 
declared themselves ‘out of 
communion’ with their bishops. 

The newly appointed 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Rowan Williams, appointed 
Robin Eames, Archbishop of 
Armagh, to chair a Commission 
to consider how best to maintain 
relations within the Communion. 
It has been a great privilege to 
have been able to serve with the 



Commission as its legal con- 
sultant, and I hope that I have 
been able to bring to its work 
some of the painful lessons 
about reconciliation that we 
have learned in this diocese. 

The Windsor Report (named 
for the venue of two of the 
Commission's meetings) calls 
on all those who have caused 
offence to one another (deeply 
principled as their personal 
positions may have been) to 
consider the impact their deci- 
sions have had on the 

'the Commission held before 
it in its work Jesus 7 prayer 
for the unity of His Church 7 

Communion's witness to the 
world. All those involved have 
been asked to express their 
regret for the damage that has 
been done; to ‘discern the body’ 
and desist from further 
provocative action unless some 
new consensus emerges in the 
wider Communion; and to con- 
sider how best to buttress our 
international relationships in 
our globally-shrinking world. 

This episode will prove to 
have been a watershed in our 



life as a Communion. We have 
faced other difficulties in the 
past, not least over the ordina- 
tion of women as bishops and 
priests (which prompted an ear- 
lier commission, also chaired 
by Archbishop Eames). But we 
have never before had to do so 
with all the means of electronic 
communication that we now 
have. Instantaneous (often 
unconsidered) comment has 
done incalculable damage. 
Small and unrepresentative 
groups, and private individuals, 
can present themselves on web- 
sites as if they were the true 
spokesmen for the ‘silent major- 
ity’. It has not been an easy task 
to discern true prophecy from 
personal obsession! 

However, the Report pres- 
ents a challenge to return to our 
Anglican roots, and to redis- 
cover our Anglican identity. It 
gives us new opportunities: 

• To rethink the importance 
of our relationships with one 
another, and to sign up for 
them in a new way which will 
buttress the informal links that 
have long existed. 

• To rethink the criteria we 
apply when we appoint our 



bishops, so that we have at least 
half an eye on their internation- 
al acceptability as ‘bishops in 
the Church of God’, not merely 
bishops in our own provinces. 

• To bear testimony to the 
strength of our Anglican inheri- 
tance, as a truly Catholic and 
truly Reformed Church, hold- 
ing in strong tension our 
emphasis on Scripture, the 
apostolic tradition, and rigor- 
ously informed reason, in a way 
that other churches deeply envy. 

• To hold out, to a bitterly 
divided world, a model of recon- 
ciliation, demonstrating how this 
human community, through its 
Christian faith, can live together 
and find its way through even 
the deepest disagreements. 

Above all, the Commission 
held before it in its work Jesus’ 
prayer for the unity of His 
Church, not as an end in itself, 
but ‘so that the world may 
believe’ (John 17:21). That is 
the unity the Commission asks 
the Communion to discover. 

The Revd Canon John Rees is 
Registrar to the Oxford 
Diocese and was legal consult- 
ant to the Eames Commission 



JOHN Morrison, the archdea- 
con of Oxford, has announced 
his retirement. He will stop 
work on February 28 next 
year. He has been in post since 
1998, and was formerly 
archdeacon of Buckingham 
for eight years. 

He was educated at Jesus 
College Cambridge and 
Chichester Theological 
College, and was ordained in 
1964. He then served in parish 
ministry as curate at St 
Michaels at the North Gate in 
Oxford, then vicar of Basildon, 
then team rector of Aylesbury. 

He was also one of the peo- 
ple behind the creation of this 
newspaper, overseeing its 
introduction as chair of the 
newly formed communica- 
tions committee. 

He has also been active in 
the wider church, as a mem- 
ber of general synod, and as 
treasurer for the leading 
Anglican charity which cares 
for clergy families. 

A lover of rowing, he has 
been treasurer of Christ 
Church boat club. 

But it is his wry humour 
which has made John leg- 
endary in the diocese and 




beyond. On one occasion, 
when the cathedral was being 
used for the filming of Harry 
Potter, John, emerging from 
matins to be greeted by the 
famous film-screen witch 
Professor McGonagall with a 
flourish of her pointed hat, 
returned the compliment with 
a doff of his mortar-board. 

The Bishop of Oxford, the 
Rt Revd Richard Harries, 
said: ‘It is hard to imagine the 
diocese of Oxford without 
John Morrison. His pastoral 
care of the clergy and their 
families, and his wise and inci- 
sive judgment, will both be 
sorely missed. I very much 
wish him and his wife Angela 
well in their retirement.’ 
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Dorchester commemorates its forgotten war hero 



ONE Thursday morning, Canon John Crowe, in 
one of his last duties as Rector of Dorchester 
Abbey, conducted a short service by the grave- 
side of a man who had died 88 years ago. 

Frederick Selwood was the third son in the 
family of four boys and four girls of John and 
Eliza Selwood, from Dorchester on Thames. He 
enlisted at 18 in the Territorial Army and after 
the outbreak of war; was posted to the 2nd/4th 
Royal Berkshire Regiment guarding the east 
coast against a possible German invasion. On 30 
March 1916, he died of a fever aged 20, and five 
days later was returned for burial in the village 
cemetery. 



But his parents did not want a military grave- 
stone erected, and the turf grew over and his 
grave remained unmarked, until local historian 
Don McGregor, doing research for a book on 
Dorchester's war dead, discovered the site. By 
reference to burial records the grave site was 
found and a headstone was donated by the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. So, 
88 years and 14 days after his death, the final 
resting place of Private Frederick Selwood, aged 
20, is at last marked in Dorchester. 

Sight impaired people can now get a free audio 
version of The DOOR by contacting Graham 
Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Concert for Bangladeshi flood victims 



DAVID Oldfield, former organist 
of Terriers parish church, 
returned to St Francis's to play 
the first of a series of recitals on 
the church's organ, which was 
re-dedicated by the Bishop of 
Buckingham in January 2004 
after a major programme of 
improvement and expansion. 
The concert included music by 
Mendelssohn, Handel, Franck, 
J.S. Bach and Elgan There was a 
retiring collection which raised 
over £350 for the victims of 



recent flooding in Bangladesh. 
The Revd Tony Dickinson, Vicar 
of Terriers, said: ‘Bangladesh is 
one of the world's poorest 
nations and had the double mis- 
fortune to be hit by devastating 
tropical storms only days before 
the recent series of hurricanes hit 
the Caribbean and the southern 
USA, diverting the world's atten- 
tion away from their plight.’ The 
church is also planning to con- 
tribute to hurricane relief in the 
Caribbean. 



music at oxford 



Classical Concert at 
Dorchester Abbey 

Early music experts Monica Huggett and 
David Owen Norris join the rest of the 
ensemble Sonnerie for a programme of 
Mendelssohn's chamber music. 



Sat 4 Dec 
7.30pm 

Dorchester 
Abbey 

Sonnerie 



Tickets £10 - £30 
Box Office 0870 7500659 
or www.musicatoxford.com 
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Opinion 



Faith and foxhunting: one priest 
defends his love of the sport 



The political debate over foxhunting looks set to continue. So far, few clergy have 
voiced opinions on it, though there has been a long association between 
clergy and the sport, including the annual blessing of the hunt. Few clergy hunt 
nowadays and those who do usually want to keep it quiet for fear of reprisals. But 
the Revd Philip Martin, a former vicar of Wantage and Didcot who now lives in 
Hampshire, was prepared to go on the record and explain how he reconciles his 
faith with his love of the sport. He wrote as he prepared to attend the 
annual St Hubert's day lunch organised by the Clergy in Field Sports association. 



By Revd Philip Martin 

ST HUBERT is reputed to have 
been startled into a new 
Christian beginning in his life 
by encountering, while hunt- 
ing, a stag with a crucifix dis- 
played amid its antlers. 
History does not record 
whether Hubert remained an 
enthusiast for the sport, but it 
seems likely as he became the 
patron saint of huntsmen and 
women. His feast day on 
November 3 is celebrated by 
the diverse 'Clergy in Field 
Sports' in England with a 
quiet lunch and prayers for 
those, and their families, 
whose livelihood is presently 
under threat. Each of us who 
will meet for St Hubert's Day 
might give a different account 
of our support for hunting but 
we will be united in the hope 
that Christians on all sides of 
this controversial issue will lis- 
ten to, and respect, each other. 
When Christians disagree, our 
conversation is not usually 
inhibited by a lack of argu- 
ments but by our lack of char- 
ity and penitence. But given 
that cautionary reminder to 
myself, here is one priest's 
apologia for hunting... 

Hunting, in most countries, 
comprises all field sports, not 
just hunting with a pack of 
hounds. In Britain, too firm a 
distinction is attempted by 
some who would ban foxhunt- 
ing but not other field sports. 
Game-shooting and angling 
are, however, forms of hunt- 
ing. Condemning one field 
sport as cruel but condoning 
others is, at best, confused or, 
worse, morally dishonest. To 



'Condemning one field 
sport as cruel but condon- 
ing others is, at best, con- 
fused or, worse, morally 
dishonest' 



those who question this, I ask 
if they would be content to 
replace foxhunting by fishing, 
enticing a fox to take a baited 
hook, hauling it in and hitting 
it on the head (or letting it go 
to catch another day). 

I would propose as a moral 
principle in this debate that 
Christians should treat 



animals sympathetically (for 
we and they are all part of 
God's creation) but not senti- 
mentally. You should not be 
more squeamish on behalf of a 
fox that you would be on 
behalf of a trout, or cod, or 
a rat. 

Hunting is, in all its current- 
ly legal and regulated forms, 



Tn truth I, like many who 
hunt, feel ambivalent... 
Sometimes I see the hunted 
hare or fox and I think of 
Christ. Sometimes I think of 
Christ, and I see the hound 
of heaven, doggedly and 
determinedly pursuing me 
down the nights and down 
the days' 



'sympathetic' in this sense. It 
helps protect a balanced and 
healthy population of quarry 
species and its benefits to 
them and wildlife in general 
greatly outweigh any pre- 
sumed suffering to individual 
animals. If hunting is banned, 
more foxes and hares will be 
killed by means, legal or ille- 
gal, that cause more suffering. 
But it will happen secretly. 
Animal rights protesters will 
have won, but animal welfare 
will have lost. My neighbour- 
ing farmer is proud that as a 
result of his stewardship hares 
have returned to breed. He 
looks forward to the visit of 
the local pack of beagles and 
gives strict instructions to the 
pheasant shoot, which pro- 
vides a supplement to his 
reduced income, that no hares 
are to be shot. And if hunting 
is banned? ‘We'll shoot the 
hares - it’s another item for 
my clients’ bag, and it stops 
the illegal hare-coursers com- 
ing on my land’, he says. 

Even if, however, hunting as 
an activity is agreed to be sym- 
pathetic to animal welfare, it 
would be to no avail if the 
person who hunts is motivat- 
ed by cruelty. Sadly, most of us 
human beings have at some 
time known what cruelty, to 
other people or to animals, is 
like. We have witnessed its 
allure - and disgust - in others 
and in ourselves. But I have 
never experienced it when 



hunting. It simply is not what 
motivates those who take 
part. There is the excitement 
of the chase, yes. There is the 
exhilaration of riding, or in 
my case, running across coun- 
tryside that one seems to 
become part of rather than 
simply visiting. There is also 
the wide range of friendships 
that seem to occur so easily: 
all these, and more, make up 
part of hunting's attraction; 
but not cruelty. 

In truth I, like many who 
hunt, feel ambivalent: the kill is 
desired as a successful outcome 
for the hounds, the farmer and 
for the hunt, yet one is rather 
glad too at the more frequent 
escapes. Sometimes I see the 
hunted hare or fox and I think of 
Christ. Sometimes I think of 
Christ, and I see the hound of 
heaven, doggedly and deter- 
minedly pursuing me ‘down the 
nights and down the days’. 

Our lives often entail paradox- 
es that we do not easily under- 
stand. For me one such paradox 
is that my attempt to love God, 
and to love people and my love 
of hunting are all connected. 

MPs, with an almost envi- 
able moral certainty, condemn 
me therefore as cruel, sadistic, 
uncivilised, unacceptable - and 
intend to make me a criminal. I 
know that some good Christian 
people support them in this 
determination. Yet I persist in 
hoping that in all our disagree- 
ments, be they about war, or 
homosexuality, or hunting, 
there can be conversation, char- 
ity and humility, rather than 
condemnation and certainty. 

As Clergy in Field Sports 
commemorate St Hubert's 
Day, I will offer this prayer: 

‘Almighty God , maker and 
sustainer of all life , protect all 
who hunt from danger and 
from pride . Make us thankful , 
and careful, for all living 
things. Grant us joy in the 
chase, good fellowship with 
others, and humility at the 
death. And, we pray, open our 
eyes, that with St Hubert we 
may see the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, for it is in him 
alone that we have hope of a 
new humanity and new cre- 
ation perfectly restored in 
thee. Amen 

Revd Philip Martin served in the 
Diocese from 1990 to 1992. 




The hunt at Clanfield, Oxfordshire in one of The Door's archive photos. 





ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

* Economy dentures for senior citizens 

* Delicate chrome plates 

* Comfortable soft linings 

* Evening appointments 

* For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

■ • Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 



• Phone for a free information pack 



DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YDU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



Computing Diploma 
via the Internet 



Gain an Oxford University 
qualification working from 
home via the Internet. 



Taught in small tutorial groups 
and includes a summer school. 



See website or tel 01865 280762 
www.conted.ox.ac.uk/compd 



OXFORD UNIVERSITY 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 



ST CLEMENT'S 

MARSTON ROAD, OXFORD 

Sun 12 Dec 1 0.30am HC + Nativity Play 
Sun 19 Dec 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight 
+ Mulled Wine & Mince Pies 
Christmas Eve 4.00pm Christingle Service 
11.00pm Midnight Communion 
Christmas Day 10.30am Family Service & Gifts 

Wedding and 
Bridesmaid Dresses 

Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 

Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children s and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at Discount Prices 
Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

^ Reading (0118) 9508959 ^ 
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People & places 




Fundraising success for 
parachute jump 



bv Natalie Abbott 



A tribute to the life of Mary Turner: The 
woman who said ‘no’ to the Kray twins 



A PENSIONER has raised over 
£1000 for the care staff who 
looked after his terminally ill 
wife. 

The Door featured 83-year- 
old Jack Gibson’s plans to stage 
a sponsored parachute jump 
earlier this year. Jack’s wife had 
been nursed by the Intensive 
Community Support Services 
(ICSS) and Jack, from 
Wallingford, was so impressed 
by the work and commitment 
of the ICSS nurses and specialist 



carers that he undertook to sin- 
gle-handedly raise money for 
the South East team. 
Undeterred when advised not to 
attempt the jump himself, Mr. 
Gibson turned to Debbie 
Woodley (pictured) to perform 
the tandem jump for charity in 
his place. 

The ICSS are a team of spe- 
cialist carers whose work covers 
the whole of the SE Oxon 
Primary Care Trust area. The 
money raised from this event 
will go towards additional 
equipment for patients. 



MARY began her life long 
interest in youth work at 
Reading Girls Youth Club in 
Chain Street. A friend of 
Mary’s suggested that she 
should take a three-year train- 
ing course in East London. 
Before long, though, war was 
declared and Mary, while 
maintaining her youth work 
interest, concentrated on help- 
ing to run three community 
halls. Thus Mary continued 
through the early years of the 
war, often spending nights with 
her charges under the protec- 
tive shelter of London Bridge! 

With the cessation of the 
Blitz, Mary was able to 
resume her youth work fully; 
she expressed a wish now to 
work with mixed sex groups 
and became leader of the SPY 
Club, a name chosen because 
of war time restrictions on 
mentioning place names. SPY 
Club was the South Poplar 
Youth Club. It was here that 
Mary had to turn away twin 
lads because they kept trying 
to attend even though living 
outside the catchment. They 



subsequently achieved notori- 
ety as the Kray Twins! 

Mary was deeply involved 
with All Saints, Poplar, and 
under the Revd Hodson (later 
Bishop of Hereford), she 
became a deacon. It was while 
Mary was attending a daily 
service with fellow church 
workers that the church was hit 
by a V2. They were saved 
because the debris from the 
roof fell onto the overhanging 
balcony beneath which they 
were seated! 

After twenty years of service 
to the East End communities 
family responsibilities brought 
Mary back to Reading in 1958 
to nurse her mother. It was not 
long, however, before Mary 
was in demand again, this time 
by the Bishop of Oxford. He 
appointed her Bishop’s Adviser 
for Lay Ministry, and was one 
of just three deacons appointed 
to serve the whole of the dio- 
cese - 500 parishes! He sug- 
gested she be ordained but 
Mary considered that, in a 
world less receptive to women 
priests than now, this step 



THE Door has been featuring 
long serving members of our 
churches. Jeffrey Judd, 
(above) who lives near 
Banbury, began his service 
service to the church at the 
age of nine as choirboy. Since 
then he has been a server, on 



could prove an impediment to 
her vocation with families and 
young people. By the time she 
retired aged 70, Mary had wit- 
nessed the increase of the 
female diaconate to over 70, an 
expansion due in no small part, 
no doubt, to her own efforts. 
(One should add that during 
this time Mary worked only for 
expenses and, not being a car 
driver, travelled everywhere by 
public transport). 

Subsequently Mary sold the 
family home in Eastern Avenue, 
with its memories of her broth- 
er and mother, to take well- 
deserved retirement in a local 
residential home. 

Here she died peacefully on 
17th September 2004 after 
several years of incapacity 
bravely borne. I am sure that 
all who visited Mary during 
that, or any other time came 
away feeling a better person! 
Thank you, Mary. 

John Starr 

A longer version of this article 
first appeared in Reading St. 
Luke's parish magazine 



the PCC, assisted with the 
chalice and been churchwar- 
den. At the age of 80, he has 
finally decided to retire. 

Do you know of any long serv- 
ing church members? Do write 
or email us at the usual 
address. 



Citizens Advice chair 

Hilary Watkins, former curate 
at Appleton, near Oxford, has 
been elected chair of the 
Citizens Advice Bureau. 
Hilary takes on the job after 
25 years service with Citizens 
Advice. Hilary this month left 
this Diocese to take up a new 
post as priest in charge in a 
rural parish in Somerset. 
Hilary said: 'I am very hon- 
oured to be given the responsi- 
bility of representing the CAB 
Service and the millions of 
people who depend on us for 
help and advice/ 

Correction 

In last month's appointments 
we inadvertently posted 
Canon Charles Parry to The 
Cookhams when he is in fact 
at St Peter with St Mark's, 
Furze Platt , Maidenhead. 
We apologize for any confu- 
sion caused. 

Deaf Awareness Day 

Is your church welcoming to 
deaf people? Are you sure 
everyone in your church can 
hear the service? Hearing 
aids do help some people but 
they can also make matters 
worse as they amplify every 
sound. What can you do to 
help? To find out the answers 
to these questions and make 
sure that your church is ready 
to comply with the next stage 
of the Disabiliity 
Discrimination Act, come 
along to Deaf Awareness Day 
on 13 November. Organised 
by the Diocesan Council for 
the Deaf, it will be held in 
Emmanuel Church in 
Chesham from 10am to 
3.30pm. If you would like to 
attend, phone or email Jane 
Tolson on 01865 241399 
jane.tolson@btinternet.com 



Cursillo 

Oxford Anglican cursillo is 
holding a Diocesan Ultreya 
(gathering) at Goring 
Community Centre on 
Saturday 13 November at 
10.30am, followed by a bring 
and share lunch for guests. 
Those interested in finding 
out more about Cursillo are 
welcome to attend. Email 
roger@nias.freeserve.co.uk 






Are you a single, 
widowed or unattached 
Christian seeking 
friends, companion 
or future partner? 
Connect Two can help. 

Tel: 01460 72477 

E-mail: 

nmctlwi2100@HtHail.coni 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian 
and MA, FRCO 

is available to deputise at 
short notice, including 
weddings and funerals. 
Wide experience : 
reasonable fee 

Tel: (01993) 813933 



dlpl 


Is your church planning to 
start making new kneel- 
ers, if so 1 can stretch and 
straighten your canvases, 
sew them up, and fill 
them with 91b of chip 
foam cut to size. 






Call Jacquie for a very 




competitive price. 


uMsd . 


Cfctacj LLL^ 


61 Nethercote Road, Tackley, Kidlington, 
Oxford OX5 3AT 

Tel: 01869 331502 




PRINCES RISBOROUGH N 
MUSIC SOCIETY 

A DVORAK 

STABAT 
MATER 

Saturday November 27 - 7.45pm 

ALL SAINTS PARISH CHURCH 
HIGH WYCOMBE 

Conductor: CHRISTOPHER GRANT 
With the 

CYGNUS ORCHESTRA of LONDON 

Soloists: Bass - Rene Linnenbank 
Soprano - Linda Gerrard 
Mezzo - Kathleen Wilkinson 
Tenor - Philip Slane 

Tickets £10 with wine - available from 
w 01844 213247 and choir members 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



FIRST DAY COVERS ail 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

[ 01234 ] 325531 



MATCHING 

CHINA 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy. Call: 

0208888 4725 



WANTED 

♦ American 
Organ/Harmonium for 
dismantling for spares. 
Please telephone: 

01865 763932 



Watches Wanted 

Cents pocket and wrist 
watches, military or civilian, 
any condition. Also associated 
items, i.e. chains, keys etc. 
Gold and silver items 
and medals. 

Please phone: 

01691 831162 anytime 



Centre for Neuro-developmental Delay 

Is your child fulfilling his/her potential? 

The Centre for NDD offers full Educational 
Assessments which give general Intellectual 
ability together with any strengths and 
weaknesses. There may be signs of Dyslexia, 
reading, writing or problems with concentration. 
The Centre also has a special programme which 
will help him/her to overcome these. 
Contact: P.N.F. Faulkner B.D., B.Sc(Psych). 

Tel: 01280813658 




Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

I am a trained personal coach with a background 
in ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
a 4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 




Eco-column 



Waste dumped on tips produces methane, 23 
times more climate-changing than the emission 
of carbon dioxide from using fossil fuels. The 
Polluter Pays principle is being enforced. The 
EU is imposing targets, with fines on nations 
which fail to reduce waste going to landfill. 

Every householder can help keep council tax 
bills down by sorting rubbish for recycling. 
Cherwell DC has reduced waste going to land- 
fill by 40% by alternating weekly its collection 
for recycling and that for other rubbish. 

Wormbins recycle kitchen waste, producing 
liquid fertiliser and compost. Garden rubbish 



can be composted. Shredding it first speeds up 
the process. A simple tool like a harpoon keeps 
the pile aerated without the fag of turning its 
contents. Aeration makes sure that the heap 
does not give off methane. A ‘duvet’ of woven 
black plastic filled with fibreglass builds up and 
conserves heat in the bin, cooks any seeds, stim- 
ulates worms, accelerating the whole process. 

Those Christians who can do so will go to 
all this trouble because we want our grand- 
children to have life and to have it in all its 
fullness, as Jesus does. 

• ‘Take the Footprint survey’ sponsored by 
the Environmental Change Institute by going 
to www.ch4.org.uk/survey/public/index.php 

Canon Christopher Hall 

This piece is based on a seminar on Air Transport 
at St John's Waterloo addressed by Professor 
Paul Ekins of the Royal Commission on 
Environmental Pollution 
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God in the Life of. . . 



Working for peace in Oxford 



Alwin Samuel is the adviser on interfaith 
relations for the Diocese. Based in East 
Oxford, his task is to build bridges to other 
faith communities. Originally from Pakistan, 
he arrived in Oxford a year ago. In an inter- 
view with Rebecca Paveley he talks about 
how his early feelings of isolation have been 
replaced by one of community and warmth, 
and about his success in building relations 
with the Muslim community, despite the 
aftermath of the war in Iraq. 

I WAS ordained in the church of Pakistan in 
1981, and worked with immigrants in 
Pakistan. Then I came with my wife to the UK 
and went to study at Kings College in London. 

'When the terrible images were pub- 
lished of Iraqi prisoners I found it 
very difficult to have dialogue with 
the Muslim community 7 



It was there that I first met the Bishop of 
Oxford, Richard Harries. I continued my work 
with immigrants in the UK and did that for 16 
years before I was invited to come to Oxford 
for this post. 

My key task here is to build relationships 
between religions and at first it wasn’t very easy. 
There was a lack of relationship particularly 
with the Muslim community, particularly 
because of the situation in Iraq. 

My first suggestion was to have a forum to 
meet socially so I and others set up an Anglo- 
Asian association. It started last year and God 
has been very gracious. 

At our first meeting, I thought we'd have 
only 20 people turn up, and that would be fine, 
and that if we had up to 30 it will be a success, 



so we set out 40 chairs but more than 70 peo- 
ple came. It was a very cold December evening 
too! About 40% of those who came were 
Muslim. I thought if after the meeting people 
will just stop to say hello to each other in the 
street, that will have achieved something. How 
can we establish more formal links if people 
who are neighbours aren’t even friendly to each 
other on the street when they pass by? 

That is what I want to encourage - friendli- 
ness. I have no hidden agenda to convert people. 

My hope is that faith communities will come 
closer in times of trouble, we should be stand- 
ing shoulder to shoulder in difficult times. We 
have had plenty of those recently. 

When the terrible images were published of 
Iraqi prisoners I found it very difficult to have 
dialogue with the Muslim community. I delib- 
erately kept quiet for a while, I could under- 
stand people's emotions and needed to give 
them time to reflect. 

But the peace walk held this summer, which 
Bishop Richard came on, helped very much to 
strengthen relations. 

People in the churches in Cowley are very 
supportive. They want to work with the 
Muslim community. 

Wherever I go now, I get a warm reception. 
But when I first arrived last year for a few 

'People in the churches in Cowley are 
very supportive. They want to work with 
the Muslim community' 

weeks I was thinking, what have I done? I 
didn’t know the area and I didn’t know anyone 
in Oxford. 

But now, walking down the Cowley Road, 
people beep their horns at me and stop and say 
hello and many of them are Muslims - that 
really makes me hopeful that what I am doing 
is having an effect. 



i-church changes gear 

INTEREST from thousands of people across ‘When we started thinking about i-church, 



the world has forced i-church to look again at 
its structures for ministry. 

The role of the web pastor will change, as 
Alyson Leslie has announced her resignation. 
She was appointed as a part-time web pastor, 
but the demands of the job far exceeded her 
hours. As a result she has said she will leave 
with effect from this month. The leadership of 
i-church are looking at ways of coping with the 
enormous demand it has created. It has tapped 
into a need for 24 hour ministry. 

‘The demand has been overwhelming,’ said 
the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, Bishop of 
Dorchester. He chairs Cutting Edge ministries, 
which has given funding to i-church. 

From the archives: sermons 

by Phil Hind 

From the Letters Page of the November 1971 
Oxford Diocesan Magazine: 

What a lot of nonsense there is about sermon- 
ising in the ODM. 

As one, who for more than forty years has 
been reporting sermons preached by clergy of 
ail denominations on every conceivable occa- 
sion, it is indisputable that the parson of today 
is either incapable or makes very little effort to 
fulfil this very important part of his ministry. 

Usually it is the five-minute mumble at the 
parish or family communion service, or the 



we did so in terms of the diocese but clearly as 
the web is global, we have tapped into a global 
need and a part-time web pastor just could not 
cope with that. 

‘We are working very carefully to ensure that 
the members of i-church are cared for properly.’ 

Pastorate groups have been set up for 
existing members and new members have been 
put on a waiting list. 

Bishop Colin said a new web pastor would 
not be appointed immediately, as i-church was 
having a ‘period of reflection’ while it thought 
about the best way to go forward and deliver 
pastoral care on the internet. 



are a ‘five minute mumble’ 

twenty-minute waffle at Matins or Evensong. 
No wonder congregations are so small. 

No-one, least of all he who attends C. of E. 
services, expects an Edmund Burke in the pul- 
pit, but there should be at least coherence, sin- 
cerity and audibility. 

The addresses of Bishop Loveday on every 
occasion, and particularly when he was taking 
duty in a country parish church, provided a 
model for all to emulate. 

The clergy have only themselves to blame 
for the present situation. 

John Owen, Oxford. 




Interfaith workerThe Revd Alwin Samuel photo Frank Blackwell 



Work from home at hours 
that suit you! 

Earn extra money! Meet new people! 
Sell Avon and 'you'll be made up'. 

Ring carol on: 01454 854974 



cross 









net 



ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 

who will be pleased to show you around. 

T^ardington Near Banbury, 

^OUSE Oxon 0X17 1SD 

nursing HOME Telephone: (01295) 750513 




Christian 
Nursing Home 

Is looking for a 

NURSE MANAGER 

To oversee all aspects of resident care 
and staff training and development. 
This is a rewarding role in a good 
environment. Support for personal 
development including study towards 
the Registered Managers Award. 
Please contact John Laogridge on 
01295 279963 for details, or write to 
him at Green Pastures Christian 
Nursing Home, The Hawthorns, 
Banbury OX16 9FA 




Give your Fu 
a New Lease of Life! 

We offer specialist repair or full restoration to a 
your Wooden furniture, Upholstery, and Leather 
carried out in the home or in our workshops 

• Scratches, dents, burns removed 

• Cuts & rips repaired 

• Surfaces refinished or reconditioned 

• Cushions refilled 

• Spring, zips, castors, buttons replaced 

• Expert colour matching and ... much more! 



Pet damage repaired 



Structural repairs 



YOU’LL BE AMAZED AT THE DIFFERENCE 
IT WILL MAKE TO YOUR HOME! 



For a free, no obligation quote, please call 0800 328 3671 



Jr 






TXjdc©fc A Senate 

We seek organist 

to join flexible rota of one morning 
Eucharist per month, plus previous 
Friday-evening choir practice. 
£400 p.a.; extra visits pro rata. 
Organ enlarged by David Wells, 2001. 
Details: Dr Robin Rees, 01235 527905 
Email: robin@herald.ox.ac.uk 






r 



Green Pastures Christian Nursing Home 
Green Pastures Christian Nursing Home has been 
providing nursing care in Banbury for 1 3 years. 
There are 26 single rooms and 2 shared rooms, 
catering for 30 residents. The Home is run as a non 
profit making charitable company with a Board of 
Directors drawn from churches across the area. The 
Home remains a popular choice for local people. 

We have all the facilities required to care for very 
dependent residents. The home is equipped with 
hoists, assisted baths and a comprehensive nurse 
call system. Our Activities Organiser keeps residents 
stimulated socially and there are weekly worship 
services and monthly communions for their 
spiritual needs. 

Not all the staff or residents are Christians and we 
remain open to care for all who are in need, 
whether state or privately funded. But the ethos of 
the Home is distinctively Christian which we trust is 
reflected in the quality of care we provide. 
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Lanzarote - "The Jewel in the 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa. 

All dates available 
- Autumn/Winter Bargains 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



Pilgrim Travel 
UK Ltd 



The footsteps of St Pau 



Led by Lieut. Colonel 
Maureen Morris. 

1 st - 8 th April 2005 
£799. Optional 3 day 
cruise, 8 th - 11th April 
£199 

Tel: 01727 864254 

ATOL: 2893 
Email: 

maureenmorris@onetel .com 



T l H E island of 
Lanzarote is less 
than four hours from 
the U K. It is situated 70 
miles off the West Coast of 
Africa and is known as the 
"Jewel in the Crown of the 
Atlantic Ocean". 

It is 37 miles long and 12 
miles wide and has 
temperatures ranging from 
21 degrees C (70F) in 
January to 29 degrees C 
(84F) in August, the annual 
rainfall is about 5.5 inches 
making this the perfect year 
round destination. 

As with the other Canary 
Islands, Lanzarote is 
Volcanic in origin and has 



fantastic landscapes, the 
mountain ranges are 
dramatic as are the white 
beaches of Papagayo and 
Playa Blanca. 

Playa Blanca is at the 
Southern most part of the 
Island and was once a 
small fishing village with 
natural harbour. It has now 
developed into a beautiful 
resort which has retained 
its original charm and 
sleepy atmosphere. 

The promenade meanders 
along by the edge of the sea 
for several miles, passing 
beautiful blue flag beaches 
as well as rocky shores. 
From the harbour sails a 



ferry to the Island of 
Fuerteventura which is well 
worth a trip. 

The village of Playa Blanca 
has a fine selection of 
bistro's and restaurants 
catering for all tastes. The 
prices are reasonable and 
the quality excellent. 

Playa Blanca is not the 
place if you want a riotous 
time, but is ideal for 
families and those who 
want to enjoy the scenery, 
the bathing, the walking 
and relaxing generally. 

Bill Wolstenholme and 
family are a small concern 
offering good quality, 
privately owned affordable 



KINGFORD HOUSE HOTEL 

Lynton 

♦♦♦♦ E.T.C. 

A warm and traditional welcome awaits you at our family run 
hotel, where you can enjoy excellent home cooked cuisine. 
Fabulously situated for touring Exmoor. Enjoy a Short or long 
term stay. Rooms available for permanent retired residents 
Telephone Tricia Morgan for Brochure and Tariff. 

01598 752361 




WEST CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel AA ★★★ 70% Superior 
Tel: 01209 203000 

www.penventon.com 






GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA ♦♦♦♦ 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.apriicottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 




Peace in rural France 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside house 

in a charming village near Saumur is j 

simply furnished, but comfortable. You 

can fish from the garden and good food, ****&>■ 

swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are close at hand. It is available 

from May to October and sleeps six plus; from £250 per week 

but reductions are possible especially for those in ministry. 

Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 0976 438336 day. 







For further information, please calLour friendl\ 
team - SueHulTa, Lisa or Tony on: — ^ 



Email: cross.publications@virgin.net 



Our Holiday pages are not your usual congested lineage ads. 

Each advert booked is diplayed in a clear boxed layout. We do not hard sell! 




Casa Oleander - Algarve, Portugal 



Crown" 

family villas on a quiet and 
peaceful residential park 
close to Playa Blanca. Their 
aim is to provide tasteful 
accommodation as a base 
for your holiday on the 
wonderful island of 
Lanzarote. 

Many clients return time 
and again to enjoy this 
soothing and safe location. 
It is also ideal for those 
who have retired and wish 
to spend the Winter months 
in the sun, whilst being able 
to accommodate invited 
guests who may wish to 
join them for a while. 

If you would like more 
information, have a chat 
with Bill Wolstenholme on 
01454 260619. 

He will be delighted to 
answer your questions and 
provide further details on 
flights, car hire, local sights 
of interest to visit, and 
special places to eat. 



Friendship Tours 

North Korea 

for tours during 

EASTER 

SUMMER 

or the 

AUTUMN 



email: friendship.tours@ntlwoi1d.com I 

Tel: 01993 885405 | 

PILGRIMAGE TOUR TO 
RUSSIA 2005 

10 nights: 2-12 September 
Includes 4 nights in Moscow 
& 3 nights St Petersburg. 
Leader: The Revd Brian 
Pritchard. For further details 
and a brochure, please ring: 

0163541475 



EXMOUTH 

DEVON 

Self-catering bungalow 
on edge of town. 

Sea 1 V 2 miles. 
Sleeps 4/6. 
Enclosed garden. 
Brochure:- 

01395 274738 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



South Wales 

Crickhowell 

Self-catering, traditional 
Lodge Cottage, beautiful 
countryside, lovely walks 
from front door, woods, hills, 
river & canal. Sleeps 5. 

40 mins from Severn Bridge. 

Tel: 0117 9074265 



Casa Oleander is a luxury 
three bedroomed detached 
villa with a private pool, 
situated near Carvoeiro on 
the beautiful Algarve, 
Portugal. 

Carvoeiro has become one of 
the Algarve's most sought- 
after resorts, with its 
dramatic sandstone cliffs, 
sandy 
beaches 
and gently 
rolling 
landscape 
scattered 
with olive, 
wild fig, 
almond, carob and citrus 
trees. The Algarve is noted for 
both its mild climate all year 
round and the friendliness of 
the local people. 

Nestling in a sheltered bay, 
Carvoeiro is a quaint fishing 
village with a small sandy 
beach and an abundance of 
restaurants. Much of the 
appeal of Carvoeiro is that it 
remains untouched by over- 
development. There is an 
absence of high rise buildings, 
instead beautifully designed 



FLORIDA 

KISSIMMEE 

3 bed, 2 baths, luxury villa 
near Disney & Universal 
Studios. Air conditioning, 
own pool, sleeps 6 - 8 . 
www.basslakesvilla.co.uk 
Tel: 01980 630950 



Weymouth Retreat 

Holiday Home, church 
focus weekend. B&B, 5 
mins to beach & town. 
Contact Peter & Mary Lem 

Tel: 01305 782447 
or 07979 426745 



LAKE DISTRICT 

Secluded cottage 

3m from Ullswater. 
Sleeps 4-6. All mod 
cons. Open all year. 
£250 - £350 per wk. 

Tel: 01367 870665 




Parkway Guesthouse 



Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 



villas with traditional 
Portuguese features. 

A few kilometres out of 
Carvoeiro is a lovely rural 
area known as Sesmarias, 
this is where you will find the 
Pestana Golf and Resort 
The Pestana Golf and Resort 
comprises two magnificent 
golf courses 
designed by 
American Golf 
Designer 
Ronald 
Fream. 

Gramacho is a 
unique double- 
nine hole 
course integrating nine 
fairways plus eighteen full 
size greens. Pinta is a par 71 
championship course. Both 
courses provide a testing 
round for the low 
handicapped player as well as 
great enjoyment for the 
holiday golfer. 

Casa Oleander is situated on 
the Gramacho course, yes on 
the course overlooking the 
5th fairway. As well as a 
spectacular golf course the 
villa also has views of the 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed. 
Apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 
Open all year. 

Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



SOUTH OF 

FRANCE 

From £410 per 4 weeks 
inclusive. Mediterranean 
facing apartments. 
Tel: 00 33468 24 76 03 

www.mishon.co.uk 



RIBBLi VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 

Teh 01900 445370 

pilko@highergills.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 



SHROPSHIRE 

Cosy cottages. 

3 & 4 star ETB Graded. 
Wheelchair Access M2. 

Linen provided. Dogs 
welcome. Short breaks. 
Brochure.. 

Tel: 01694 722869 

www.botvylefarm.co.uk 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8/10, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



please ring 
Sue Williams on: 

mw awes 

fax: 01527 892152 

[•nil: 

ertssj8ilgitBii@fiFiiiJil 



Monchique mountains, the 
town of Portimao and rural 
farmland. It really is a most 
beautiful and peaceful 
setting. The villa is 
constructed to a very high 
standard complete with 
double glazing, central 
heating and a log burning 
fire, it has two double 
bedrooms on the ground floor 
and a master bedroom on the 
first floor with ensuite and 
sun terrace overlooking the 
golf course. 

Outside there is a 26'xl3' 
fully heated swimming pool 
with barbecue area. The villa 
is equipped to a very high 
standard and can sleep 8 
people if required. 

For further details please 
contact Brian Chambers on 
02380 265683. 

I DEVON I 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Barn. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcotemanorfarm.co.uk 



North Brittany 

GUERLESQUIN 

Traditional house, sleeps 7 + 
cot, 10 miles from glorious 
beaches between Morlaix & 
Guinguamp. Large village, 
lake & all amenities. 
£350.00 per week. 

Tel: 01572 822810 



BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



WINTER SUNSHINE 
IN SPAIN 

Costa Tropical de Granada 

Luxury 3 bed villa, sleeps 6/7 near 
Motril in foothills of Sierra Nevada, 
close to beach, skiing, golf, 
walking. Own pool, all mod cons. 

Tel: 077977 31349 

www.villas4spain.co.uk 



Wells / 
Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 
See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

Tel. 01749 672 857 



BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage. Nr sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 

Non smoking. 

Sorry No Children or Pets. 
Parking available. 

Tel: 01202 762532 



SOUTH DEVON 

HOLIDAY FLAT 

Just yards from the sea and sandy 
beach. Level throughout. Suitable 
for persons with limited mobility. 
Close to harbour & boat trips. 
Regret no pets. 

Tel: 0117 937 3528 or 
0776 956 8798 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Cross Publication Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP INSURANCE 

2 Weeks Europe - From only £14.95 per person 

We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 
higher than normal age limits 

stop PRESS We can now sell annual 
insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 

“Similar or better Travel Insurance than most 
High Street Travel Insurers... up to 60^ less.” 

Enquiries from Independent Travel Agent or 
Group organisers are very welcome. 

Call For Details 

0116 111 0500 



‘Prices are due 
to Increase’. 

Buy your 
insurance NOW 
and Save Save 
Save! 
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Ready to serve: 
welcome to our 
newest ordinands 



Midwife, teacher, investment banker: our new ordinands come from 
diverse backgrounds to serve in our diocese. Below, read their short 
histories as they introduce themselves. They were all ordained by 
Bishop Richard in Christ Church Cathedral and are now serving in our 
parishes. Please remember them in your prayers. 



Louise Butler 

Called out from the HUB 
Benefice Ministry Team, I feel 
privileged to serve the commu- 
nities of Hagbourne, Upton 
and Blewbury as their OLM. I 
have lived in the village of 
Blewbury for over 20 years, 
with husband and two, now 
grown-up sons. I started my 
career in teaching and later 
worked for a local computer 
software company with 
responsibility for finance. 
Playing tennis remains impor- 
tant for my leisure and com- 
munity involvement. 

Sally Dakin 

We moved to Ruscombe from 
Kenya in 2000, and now I’m 
looking forward to being a 
part-time curate here. Pm also 
enjoying re-training as a mid- 
wife; until recently I worked 
as a personal development 
trainer. My Husband, Tim, 
works with the Church 
Mission Society, and our chil- 
dren, Anna (13) and Johnny 
(9), attend local schools. 
Stephen Janies 
I am married to Sue (a 
Headteacher) and have two 
grown-up children, Daniel 
and Natalie. I studied at 
Trinity College of Music and 
later at the Universities of 
Reading and Bristol. A teacher 
by profession, I am currently 
the Music Adviser and Head of 
the Music Service in Milton 
Keynes. I’m looking forward to 
working as a Non Stipendiary 
Minister in my home parishes 
of West Hanney, Denchworth 
and East Challow. 

Elizabeth Dowding 
Brought up on a farm in rural 
Worcestershire, I trained as a 
home economist and later as a 
teacher. My husband, John, 



now busily retired, worked in 
the oil industry. We have two 
adult sons, Daniel, recently 
married to Sibylle, and 
Alexander. I am pleased to be 
serving my title as NSM in the 
United Benefice of Goring 
with South Stoke, among peo- 
ple with whom I have lived for 
twenty-eight years. 

Alan Garratt 

I was born in Dublin and 
moved to High Wycombe with 
my wife, Trish in 1986. We 
have three children; Helen, 
Stuart and John. Having 
worked in International 
Banking for almost 20 years, 
our lives changed when in 
1995 I began a degree in 
Theology at London Bible 
College. Following graduation 
in 1998, I joined the full time 
staff of Holy Trinity, 
Hazlemere as a lay Pastor and 
am looking forward to serving 
my curacy there. 

Susan Newby 

Born in Yorkshire, brought up 
in Cheshire. Married to David 
who works for BMW. Three 
children: John who runs his 
own business in Finland; 
Elizabeth, his twin, training to 
be a nurse, and Kate who 
works for Thames Valley 
Police. I moved to Oxfordshire 
in 1967 to begin teacher train- 
ing gaining my B.Ed degree in 
1971. I have been the head- 
teacher at Wroxton Primary 
School since 1982. Presently 
based at St. Mary’s Adderbury. 
James Tomkins 
I am married to Ann and am 
looking forward to serving the 
Lavendon group of parishes, 
helping to spread the message 
of God’s love to the local com- 
munity and beyond. I enjoy 
working with children and 



have been involved in holiday 
and after school clubs, com- 
bining this with leading two 
Cub Scout packs. I like spend- 
ing time outdoors; walking, 
running, cycling and garden- 
ing, and trained part-time on 
the St. Albans and Oxford 
Ministry Course. 

Carolynn Croisdale-Appleby 
Carolynn and her husband 
David have lived in South 
Buckinghamshire for 36 years, 
they have four children who 
are busy pursuing their own 
careers. Originally an Infant 
teacher, Carolynn has taught 
students with Specific 
Learning Difficulties until 
beginning her ministerial 
training. An active member of 
St Michael’s Amersham for 31 
years, Carolynn is looking for- 
ward to serving her title as an 
NSM in the adjoining parish 
of St Mary’s Amersham with 
Coleshill. 

Louise Adey Huish 

Louise taught German lan- 
guage and literature at Lincoln 
College and St Edmund Hall 
between 1985 and 1997. 
After the family moved to the 
Banbury area she worked as a 
freelance translator and has 
published translations of 
Freud and Schleiermacher. 
She will be serving her title as 
NSM curate at St Mary’s 
Banbury. She is married to Ian 
who is a psychotherapist, and 
they have two children. 

Brian Gardner 

I was born in 1946 and mar- 
ried Jennifer in 1969. We have 
3 children, Deborah, Alison 
and Peter; and 2 step-grand- 
daughters, Helen and Katy. I 
have worked at the Horton 
Hospital in Banbury since 
1971, and we first worshipped 





1. Linda Richardson 

2. Louise Butler 



5. Wendy Cunningham 

6. Linda Green 

7. Laura Hodges 

8. James Tomkins 

9. Sarah Jones 

10. Alan Garrett 

11. Brian Gardner 

12. Sue Newby 

13. Elizabeth Dowding 

14. Jeremy Hyde 

3. Carolynn Croisdale-Appleby 15 . Stephen James 

4. Sally Dakin 16. Louise Adey Huish 



at St. John the Baptist Bodicote 
in 1973. I was licensed as a 
Reader (now LLM) in 1990. 
Post-ordination, I hope to con- 
tinue my ministry in Bodicote 
as an OLM, and to expand 
that role on retirement in 2006. 
Wendy Cunningham 
I have been married to Bruce 
for 37 years and we have four 
children and five grandchil- 
dren. We have lived in many 
parts of the country settling in 
North Oxfordshire 14 years 
ago. I have variously worked 
for the Equal Opportunities 
Commission, helped to run a 
pub company and took early 
retirement last year from 
BBOWT, the local wildlife 
trust. I look forward to ongo- 
ing ministry, serving Christ in 
the Hook Norton Benefice. 
Linda Green 

After reading zoology, I 
trained and registered as a 
nurse and for many years I 
have been working in nurse 
education, most recently as a 
senior lecturer at Luton 
University. I am a clergy 
widow and have a daughter, 
Katherine, 23 and a son, 
Thomas, 18. Having complet- 
ed the St. Albans and Oxford 
theology and ministry course, 
I now look forward to serving 
my title as curate at Holy 



Trinity, Headington Quarry. 

Jeremy Hyde 

I am serving as an NSM at St. 
Peters with St. Marks in 
Maidenhead. I am married to 
Margaret, who is training as a 
licensed lay minister and we 
have two children, Sara, an 
actor living in London and Jon, 
a musician who lives in 
Birmingham and is married to 
Sarah, a youth worker. I plan to 
continue as a local councillor 
and working occasionally with 
the pharmaceutical industry. 

Sarah Jones 

Born and brought up in 
Devizes, Wiltshire, I now live 
in Witney and thoroughly 
enjoy working as a Practice 
Nurse in a busy GP surgery. 
Married to Chris, we have 3 
helpful and supportive chil- 
dren aged 21,19 and 16. 1 will 
serve my title in the Benefice 
of Ramsden, Leafield, 
Finstock and Wilcote; and I 
am looking forward to the 
challenge of combining the 
new role of curate with my 
current job. 

Laura Hodges 

I am married to Steve and we 
have three sons Robin, 25, 
Matthew, 22 and Thomas, 18. 
I have been involved in church 
life in a variety of ways since 
moving to Abingdon, and I am 



grateful for the support that I 
have received from the local 
church community in my jour- 
ney towards this point. I real- 
ly enjoyed studying on 
SAOMC and look forward to 
beginning this new phase of 
my ministry in Abingdon. 
Linda Richardson 
Paul and I have been married 
for 20 years. We do not have 
children, only one very demand- 
ing cat! My curacy will be 
shared with the United Benefice 
of West Wycombe, Bledlow 
Ridge, Bradenham and 
Radnage, and the parish of St. 
Anne and St. Peter in Micklefield 
and Wycombe Marsh (part of 
the High Wycombe team). I am 
very much looking forward to 
being involved in the churches of 
these two very different places. 

Is God calling you? 

The Oxford Diocese has a 
network of friendly 
Vocations Advisers who are 
here to help you. 

For an adviser near you 
ring: Hilary Unwin 01494 
725228 or 
Yvonne Ryan in the 
Diocesan Director of 
Ordinands' office on 01865 
208291 




New heads for two of Oxford’s theological colleges 



NEW principals have been 
appointed for Wycliffe Hall, 
Oxford and Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon. 

Wycliffe Hall has 
announced that its new princi- 
pal is to be the Revd Dr 
Richard Turnbull, (pictured 
left) currently vicar of Christ 
Church, Chineham, 



Basingstoke. He is a member of 
the Archbishop’s Council of 
the Church of England. He 
said: T am both delighted and 
daunted to be invited to 
become Principal of Wycliffe 
Hall at this challenging, yet 
exciting time in theological 
education.’ Chair of the 
council of Wycliffe, the Rt 



Revd James Jones, Bishop of 
Liverpool said: ‘We believe 
that God has called Richard 
to lead the community of 
Wycliffe Hall. He has a clear 
vision of what is needed to 
equip both ordained and lay 
for a mission shaped church.’ 
Marty n Percy, (pictured 
right) who is principal of 



Ripon College, Cuddesdon, 
was formerly director of the 
Lincoln Theological Institute 
for the Study of Theology and 
Society. He is a regular contri- 
bution to Radio 4, BBC World 
Service and other media and 
currently serves as director of 
the Advertising Standards 
Authority in London. 
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Toxic Spirituality 



Ever received one 
of those anony- 
mous email circu- 
lars promising 
spiritual insight? 

A friend recently 
sent me one enti- 
tled, ‘Rules for 
Being Human’. Its 
14 points 

appeared, at first, 
pretty harmless 
and I’d have filed 
it in the bin had 
she not expected a 
considered 
response. By point five, things 
weren’t looking good: ‘. . .exter- 
nal problems are a precise 
reflection of your internal state. 
When you clear inner obstruc- 
tions, your outside world 
changes.’ By ten I was pro- 
foundly disturbed: ‘You always 
get what you want. Your sub- 
conscious rightfully determines 
what energies, experiences, and 
people you attract - therefore, 
the only foolproof way to 
know what you want is to see 
what you have. There are no 
victims, only students’. 

Try telling that to the people 
of Iraq, I thought, or to die bil- 
lions worldwide who live on 
less than a dollar a day. I 
expressed my misgivings to my 
friend, suggesting that the logi- 
cal outcome of such teachings - 
which make them, to my mind, 
patendy absurd - is that those 
who have been oppressed and 
exploited by others - eg raped 
and sexually abused - really, 
deep down, wanted it to hap- 
pen. To my horror; my friend 
revealed that this is precisely 
what some purveyors of ‘alter- 
native spiritualities’ actually 
teach. Or worse. During a 
course on ‘spiritual healing’, she 
said, the course-leader suggest- 
ed to another participant , a 
survivor of sexual abuse, that 
she was abused because she had 
been an abuser in a former life. 

Now that’s what I call spiri- 
tual abuse. And let’s not rush to 



assume that it’s 
only because 
such spiritualities 
are ‘new’ or 
‘alternative’ that 
they go so ethi- 
cally haywire. 
The ‘tried 
and tested’ 
Christian tradi- 
tion can be mis- 
used too. On 
October 11 (the 
day after World 
Mental Health 
Day), the 
Archbishop’s Council launched 
a resource pack to enable parish- 
es to be more inclusive of those 
with mental health needs. A 
moving piece on Radio 4’s 
Sunday Programme (largely 
resourced by members of this 
diocese) told the story of one 
woman who, experiencing 
acute depression, found her 
church to be of little help. On 
the contrary, she said, she got 
the distinct impression that her 
fellow Christians considered 
her depression to be her own 
fault. Prayer wasn’t making it 
go away, so presumably she 
was to blame. 

Such spiritual toxicity stems 
from an over-individualisation 
of one’s personal fortunes. But 
humans are social beings, 
dependent upon the actions of 
others for our wellbeing and 
responsible for the good of 
others through our own choic- 
es and actions. We are never 
wholly the authors of our own 
successes (though we prefer to 
believe that we are) and, while 
personal responsibility is very 
important, there is always much 
that is out of our control. Others 
have control over us, to a greater 
or lesser extent. And when we’re 
vulnerable, we can be exploited 
through no fault of our own. 
Spirituality that has no room for 
such complexities doe$ more 
harm than good. 

Alison Webster is Diocesan Social 
Responsibility Adviser 




Competition winners Door - The winners of M y Ver v First 

The winner of £100 of fairtrade Bedtime Book are . E Mackie ' 

clothes is Esther Bayer, Oxford. Her Bodicote, Oxon; Hilary Riley, 

name was picked out of a hat. She Hanslope, Milton Keynes: Lily 

will feature in a future edition of the Oldland, Harwell, Oxon. 



Join the Green Revolution 

Churches are invited to send representatives to a conference on cutting carbon emissions in the Diocese. 
Ian James, Diocesan Environmental Adviser, urges us all to think about our responsibility to the earth. 



LEVELS of carbon dioxide in our atmos- 
phere have been rising since the start of the 
industrial revolution, but they are currently 
rising faster than ever. Most of the increase 
is down to human activity, mainly burning 
fossil fuels such as coal and oil. The conse- 
quence of these rises is climate change, with 
increased temperatures, melting ice, rising 
sea levels and changing patterns of rainfall. 
That in turn means failed crops, flooding 
and severe weather events in places not 
used to them. Some believe that some of the 
events of this summer are a foretaste of 
what is to come: floods in Bangladesh, and 
nearer to home in Boscastle, the unprece- 
dented series of hurricanes in the 
Caribbean, melting ice at the poles and in 
the great mountain ranges of the world and 
so. The problems are many and diverse, but 
their cumulative effect is huge. 

Needless to say, it is the rich West that is 
largely responsible for the problem. 
Carbon emissions per head by Europeans 
are 6 times those by Africans. Those who 
suffer first will be the poor and underdevel- 
oped countries, where agriculture is mar- 
ginal and where protection against floods 
and bad weather is inadequate or non-exis- 
tent. Above, it is our generation who pol- 
lute the world, and our grandchildren’s 
generation and beyond who will have to 
cope with the consequences. 

Faced with the enormity of these prob- 




I WONDER if it’s something to do with 
October being the month churches celebrate 
Harvest which seems to have prompted 
Oxfordshire to write to the papers about its pet 
environmental projects or concerns. 

Maybe the lead came from on high - that’s 
the Lord Mayoi; rather than the Lord - when 
The Oxford Times told us that the ‘mayoral car 
saga took a green turn’? Following extensive 
debate about whether the city’s highest repre- 
sentative should be seen in a flagship (flagcar?) 
top of the range BMW, supporting one of the 
city’s larger employers, or a Japanese model 
powered by a mix of electricity and petrol, he 
opted for the latter 

Meanwhile in Bicester, grass roots action 



lems, what can we ordinary people do? The 
least is to be aware of the carbon emissions 
for which we are responsible. Did you 
know, for example, that taking a family of 
four across Europe in a budget jet puts as 
much carbon into the atmosphere as driv- 
ing a typical family car for a year? Did you 
know that the biggest source of carbon 
dioxide for most of us is in the form of 
wasted domestic heating, heat that escapes 
through the roofs and walls of our inade- 

'Taking a family of four across 
Europe in a budget jet puts as much 
carbon into the atmosphere as 
driving a typical family car for a year' 

quately insulated homes? Did you know 
that air-freighting one kilogram of non-sea- 
sonal vegetables from Chile to your local 
supermarket puts six kilograms of carbon 
into the air, or that bringing 1 kilogram of 
seasonal vegetables across Europe by lorry 
puts just a few grams of carbon into the 
atmosphere? That running a 4x4 vehicle 
puts more than four tonnes of carbon into 
the air annually, while an economical com- 
pact car will go the same distance with the 
emission of only 0.8 tonnes of carbon? 

As a Diocese, we have committed our- 
selves to cut our carbon emissions by 15% 
by the year 2010, which is what is asked of 
us by the Kyoto protocol. That means in 



couldn’t be more apdy named, since the digest 
of local newspaper stories for the town - thi- 
sisoxfordshire.co.uk - reported that volunteers 
had given time, talents (and not a few Spring 
flowering bulbs) to smarten up the campus of 
Bicester Community College. A larger-scale 
project is under way in the south-east of the 
county, where, says the Henley Standard, out- 
door enthusiasts are being sought to reinstate 
the chalk downland of Watlington Hill and its 
wildlife by clearing ‘an invasion of dogwood’. 

Set against all this positive news was the 
Didcot Herald’s investigation into specially 
labelled domestic green waste apparendy being 
sent to landfill sites instead of being recycled. 
The head of public amenities said that the 
District Council had a great record on recy- 
cling, ‘but so far this aspect has defeated us’. 

How I can empathise with the despair 
revealed in this comment! It’s taken me years to 
be more measured in my despondency about 



our homes, in our parish activities and in 
the central activities of Church House. To 
explore how we can all work towards this 
target, we are organising a Diocesan con- 
ference on Saturday 26 February 2005 at St 
Andrews Church, High Wycombe. We are 
challenging every parish in the Diocese to 
send at least one representative. We have to 
cover some basic costs and we will do this 
by charging £10 per car, so it is cheaper the 
more people you can squeeze into your car! 
Those who turn up on foot will only be 
charged £1! If we make a profit, it will go 
to plant trees that will take up the carbon 
put into the atmosphere by the conference. 
More details are on our website 
www.sageoxford.org.uk/climatechange.htm 




Pumping carbon: do you think before you drive? 

Photo Phil Hind 



my role in the stewardship of Creation. Now 
although I try to do my bit (and a bit on top of 
that, too), I no longer believe that occasionally 
collecting schoolchildren by car makes me a 
one-woman environment wrecker; I may be 
guilty of sloth (or of having inadequately 
dressed the offspring) but that’s a different 
issue.... Many manufacturers and local 
authorities give us easy and economical envi- 
ronment-friendly options, so that there is hard- 
ly anyone who cannot make an immediate dif- 
ference to our world by adjusting slighdy the 
way they go about their lives. 

Weighing up those changes that fit in with 
our lifestyle - and then acting on them - entails 
effort in an already overcrowded schedule. But 
isn’t it the obligation of Christians to go that 
extra mile - preferably a biofuelled mile, at 
that? 

by Liz Roberts. Liz was formerly a communi- 
ty action broadcaster with BBC Oxford 95.2FM 



A harvest of green themes 



Ohe CPilcjrimcKje flioule /o 

SANTIAGO DE 
COMPOSTELA 

28 th May - 4 th June 2005 

Burgos - 3 nights; Leon - 3 nights; 
Compostela - 4 nights 

Details and Booking forms from: 

Rev Brian Spence 
The Vicarage, 56 Dukes Ride, 
Crowthorne, RG 45 6NY 

Tel: 01344 772413 

email: brian@stjohnsvicarage.f9.co.uk 
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GREENS FUNERAL SERVICES 

Established 1866 



A family owned business with five generations 
of experience, offering a personal dignified 
24 hour service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Funeral Directors Keith Green 
and Ian Green 

21 High Street, 

Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 
Fax: 01865 882831 

8 Bridge Street, 

Witney, Oxford 
& Memorial Showroom 

Tel: 01993 776486 






THE ABBEY 

SUTTON 
COURTENAY 

An independent educational charity and retreat centre rooted in 
the Christian tradition and open to the wisdom of other faiths. 

Public Events 

• Friday 5 Nov Mary Robbins: 

A journey into the feminine in women, men and God. 

• Thursday 18 Nov Norman Soloman: 

Feminine and Masculine Spirituality in the Jewish 
tradition. 

• Thursday 23 Nov Maggie Ellis: 

The Blessed Virgin Mary and feminine spirituality. 



All events 7.30 - 9.30pm 

To book, and for details of complete 
Autumn programme of events 

01235 847401 

www.theabbey.uk.com 

Reg. charity no. 278687 



The Abbey at Sutton Courtenay 

The Abbey at Sutton Courtenay, near 
Abingdon, was established more than twenty 
years ago by a small independent charity as a 
residential community. 

Rooted in the Christian tradition and open to 
the wisdom of other faiths, 

The Abbey is a place of reflection and 
exploration. The small residential community 
hosts a busy, year-round schedule of courses 
and meetings, and also welcomes individuals 
who wish to come for a few days at a time on 
retreat. 

Over the course of this Autumn, The Abbey is 
pleased to be hosting a series of public 
events. Several evenings focusing on 
feminine and masculine spirituality. There will 
also be two evenings of poetry focussing on 
the seasons of All Souls/All Saints and Advent 
and an evening of Taize singing by 
candlelight. 
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Letters 



to the editor 



The joy of giving more 



What has been the biggest 
hindrance to spiritual growth 
in the Church of England 
down the centuries? No doubt 
all of you could come up with 
your own checklist - the lack 
of lay involvement, the trap- 
pings of 'Establishment', the 
quality of our worship and 
prayer - and so it could go on. 

But for me very close to the top of that 
list should come the fact that we have 
never had to pay the full cost of our 
priests and vicars. Instead we have relied 
on the wealth of the ages, held in a mul- 
titude of different forms (Glebe, Trusts, 
Church Comm-issioners etc), to pay a 
large percentage of the bills. 

However; as those of us who watch the 
publication of the Parish Share increases 
know only too well, all that is changing 
very fast indeed. Our Glebe income 
remains significant. But funds from the 
Church Commissioners have all but dried 
up or have been diverted to other; more 
needy, dioceses. The result is, roughly 
speaking, that the only people who can pay 
our bills are ourselves - the living Church 
now has to pay for the living Church. 

And that I believe is thoroughly 
healthy both for us individually and for 
us as a Church. People and churches 
who have leamt that 'God loves a cheer- 
ful giver' grow spiritually as a result. 

The fact that it is healthy does not 
mean it is not difficult as well. Many peo- 
ple I meet are speaking of the pain they 
experience in being asked to raise these 
ever-increasing sums. I am in no doubt 
that things are tough at present - I am 
also in no doubt that the money is there 
in this diocese but that to release it will 
require a major change in our mind-set 



and priorities - and that such 
a change will be life-giving. 

However there's one thing 
that worries me which could 
mean we miss out on many 
of the spiritual benefits that lie 
before us. With the challenge 
to meet the costs of ministry 
in our deaneries, benefices, 
teams and parishes, I think I 
have begun to detect the growth of a spir- 
it of meanness and a lack of generosity. It's 
the spirit that says We will pay the cost of 
our Vicar and thats it Don't expect any 
more. And certainly don't expect us to pay 
the costs of the struggling parish elsewhere 
in the Deanery, or the poorer Diocese in the 
North of the country’. 

And it is those attitudes that will cripple 
us spiritually. They will stop us 'Sharing 
Life'. They will hinder growth. They will 
deeply damage our worship, our witness, 
our mission and our evangelism. 

Is it too much to hope for that we will 
be released from the shackles of a con- 
sumerist mindset? That we won't get 
caught in the trap of just paying for what 
we receive? And that, instead, we will 
strive to give far more than whatever our 
ministry costs are? Is it too much, too, to 
hope that we will be liberated into a world 
where we count financial giving first and 
foremost as a privilege rather than as a 
burden? Certainly there have been times 
down the centuries when the people of 
God have discovered the joy of sacrificial 
giving. Certainly too there are churches - 
some in the affluent West but many more 
in extremely poor parts of the world - 
who know it for themselves today. 

Could we know that joy too? Or will 
we succumb to stultifying meanness? 
The answer, as so often, lies with us. 




Clergy News 

Revd Sue Booy$,Team Vicar, Warborough to 
be Team Rector, Dorchester Abbey, 
Dorchester Team Ministry; Revd Norman 
Cotton, Vicar, Stewkley with Soulbury & 
Drayton Parslow is to retire; Revd Lome 
Denny, Curate, St Barnabas Oxford to be 
NSM Curate, Cowley Team Ministry; Revd 
Dr Darrell Hannah, Assistant Curate, 
Birmingham Diocese to be NSM Assistant 
Curate, Iffiey; Revd Anne Holmes, NSM 
Curate, Marston with Elsfield to be Assistant 
Chaplain, Oxford Mental Healthcare Trust; 
Revd Carolyn Headley, University Chaplain, 
Wycliffe Hall to be Priest-in-Charge, 



Petersfield, Portsmouth; Revd Nick Parish, 
Industrial Chaplain, Bracknell Deanery to be 
also Area Dean, Bracknell; Revd Mike 
Payne, Vicar, St. Mary's Peckham to be 
House for Duty Priest, Chenies and Little 
Chalfont, Latimer & Flaunden; Revd Dr 
Jeanette Sears, Director of Lifelong 
Learning, Wycliffe Hall to be Tutor in 
Christian Doctrine, Trinity College, Bristol; 
Revd Andrew Tweedy, Curate, Carterton 
and Brize Norton to be Incumbent, 
Bromham with Oakely and Stagsden, Elstow, 
Bedfordshire; Revd Tess Ward to be 
Pastoral Worker/Chapiain at ARK-T Centre, 
Oxford; Revd Dr Margaret Whipp, Tutor, 
Cranmer Hall to be Part-time Ecumenical 
Chaplain, Oxford Brookes University, Oxford. 



Valuing creation; thanks to Hedley; from Oxford to Canada 



Blessing for all of 
mankind 

I REALLY must disagree 
with some of Alison 
Webster’s points in the 
article on Animal 
Blessings (October Door)! 

Responsible pet owners 
do not create animals in 
their own image - we do 
not value them for what 
they can do for us, I can 
assure you. I found this 
comment very offensive. 
As a pet owner of 30 years 
plus experience, I value all 
of God's creation and like 
to feel that, albeit only in 
a small way, I compensate 
for the appalling cruelties 
that mankind has inflicted 
on animals since the world 
began. 

Before you disregard my 
comments as another 
‘nutty’ animal person, I 
should like to point out 
that I am a rational, intelli- 
gent being who has 
worked and contributed 
for many years to ‘human’ 
charities - sponsoring a 
child in the Third World, 
working voluntarily as a 
Samaritan, etc. I was also 
employed by Dr 
Barnardo's for many years. 

I would also question 
your comment regarding 
‘blessing gay relation- 
ships’ - the Bible leaves 
us in no doubt as to its 
views on this matter. 

Finally, please read 
Romans 8, verse 19 
onwards. It speaks of the 
whole creation - not just 
mankind. 

Marion Laurence 
by email 



A thank you to 
Hedley 

THANK you for the very 
interesting interview with 
Hedley Feast. I’m sure I 
speak on behalf of many 
when I say how much we 
would like to thank 



Hedley for all his input to 
the Sunday Breakfast pro- 
gramme on Radio Oxford 
over so many years. He 
has been a friend to many. 
Thank you Hedley and 
may God continue to 
bless all that you do. 

Jean Crozier 
Oxford 



Patriotism and 
Sacrifice 

CONGRATULATIONS on 

publishing the piece on 
Patriotism and Sacrifice - 
erudite and excellently 
well-phrased. 

I am only sorry Mr 
Hanson did not mention 
also, the poignant ‘O 
Valiant Heart’ which we 
are no longer allowed to 
use with the original* 
words. 

George Baker 

Chilton, Aylesbury 



Harvest support from 
parishes 

AS a parishioner and for- 
mer Church Warden of St 
John the Evangelist, 
Woodley I have been a 
reader of The Door for 
some years. 

At Feed the Children 
we have a large number 
of volunteers from vari- 
ous churches and have 
been very grateful for the 
support from parishes to 
our various appeals and 
specifically our Harvest 
appeals. Last year we sent 
almost 30 tonnes of har- 
vest food and supplies to 
some very hungry chil- 
dren in war torn Iraq and 
Liberia where civil war 
has made thousands of 
innocent children and 
their families homeless. 

I would like to say 
thank you to all parishes 
who have supported us. 
Brian Main 

Chief Executive of Feed the 
Children International (UK) 



Bishop Wilberforce 

IN answer to Sabina 
Sutherland’s letter in the 
last 'Door', I think I may 
be able to help her to 
identify the people in the 
'Wilberforce photo- 
graph'. My Gt. Gt. 
Grandfather Pownoll 
William Phipps was Vicar 
of Slough and then 
Chalfont St. Giles in 1886 
to 1901. (Also rowed for 
Oxford at Henley when 
they won the Wyfold 
Cup) I have a handwrit- 
ten autobiography in 3 
volumes! Together with 
photographs. The follow- 
ing is an extract: 

‘Bishop Wilberforce 
was coming to consecrate 
a church in the neigh- 
bourhood and wrote to 
Rector Canon Lloyd to 
ask him to arrange for it. 
Lloyd wrote to Allen to 
say the Bishop preferred 
staying with a squire, and 
would Allen entertain 
him? Allen replied that 
he only entertained fox- 
hunters. Lloyd forward- 
ed his letter to the Bishop 
who wrote to Allen ‘Dear 
Sir, I understand from 
your Rector that you 
only entertain Fox- 
hunters. As an old 
Foxhunter I claim hospi- 
tality. I shall arrive at 
such and such an hour 
on such a day and I trust 
it may be convenient to 
you to receive me’. Allen 
sent round and invited 
all the Foxhunters to 
meet the Bishop. They 
came and the Bishop 
won all their hearts. 

‘Next day Allen 
mounted him on his best 
highly bred horse. Before 
the Bishop got his foot in 
the stirrup after mount- 
ing the horse took fright 
and galloped off. Allen 
was terrified seeing the 



horse make for the Park 
palings which bounded a 
deep lane. The horse 
stopped there and give 
three buck jumps which 
the Bishop sat beautifully 
till Allen came up and 
made him take another 
horse. ‘From that 
moment’ said Allen to me, 
T would have done any- 
thing for that man.’ ’ 

Mrs. Fenella Tillier 
Chearsley, Aylesbury 



Cuddesdon to Canada 
READERS of the Door 
may be interested to hear 
that one of the first 
women ordained in the 
Oxford Diocese, Christine 
Rowe, has been appointed 
Archdeacon of Burrard in 
the Diocese of New 
Westminster, British 
Columbia, Canada. 

Christine was born in 
Oxford, and grew up in the 
Diocese, where her father 
was a parish priest. Having 
trained for ministry at 
Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon, she served in 
Denham, St Mary's 
Aylesbury and St John's, 
Caversham. 

She was Mother's 
Union Diocesan Chaplain, 
prison chaplain and hospi- 
tal chaplain, as well as in 
parish ministry between 
1986 and 2000. 

Christine, Stephen, 
Hannah, Lucy and 
Thomas moved to Canada 
in 2000. 

Christine worked at St 
Thomas', Vancouver 
from 2000, was Regional 
Dean of East Vancouver 
from 2002, and was 
appointed Archdeacon in 
September 2004. 

This is a very exciting 
and challenging opportu- 
nity to serve God in a 
new way. 

Stephen Rowe 
Vancouver, Canada 



learndirect at Best 



Qlearndirecr 

BEST TRAINING 

Courses In 

Computer Skills 

Work towards an ECDL qualification 
Word & Number Skills 
City & Guilds level 1 & 2 Certification 
Business & Management 
Courses in compliance issues 
Marketing, Customer Care & Finance 

BEST TRAINING 
16 SOUTH BAR 
BANBURY 

Phone NOW!! 01295 271888 



Best Training has been awarded a contract to 
make learndirect courses available to our 
customers. The range of courses available 
breaks down into 3 broad categories 
Business & Management: Setting up your own 
new business or need help with recruitment, 
leadership, customer care and compliance 
issues, such as Health & Safety & 

Discrimination for example. 

Information Technology: courses from total 
beginner to advanced levels of training. Word, 
Excel, Access & PowerPoint etc. are in 3 levels 
together with more specialist areas such as 
Network Support & C++. You can work towards 
and gain ECDL certification here. 

Skills for Life: aimed at improving word and 
number skills. These courses can lead to a City 
& Guilds level 2 certificate in Adult Literacy and 
Numeracy. Many courses are funded. Some 
courses are free of charge to those in receipt 
of means tested benefits 
BEST TRAINING. 16 SOUTH BAR. BANBURY. 

0X16 9AA. TEL:01295 271888 
email: banbury@best-training.co.uk 





Joint problems? ...Now an even easier way to 
join the thousands of people enjoying natural 
Nectar Ease, a unique and delicious blend of 
New Zealand’s finest active Manuka Honey 
& Bee Venom. 




Simply send a cheque for £2 Postage & Packaging to: 

Nectar Ease UK Ltd, 18 Knightshill, Lea, nr Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire 
HR9 7LA.. Sales Freephone: 0800 7830942 
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«a» autosave' 

simply the best way to buy your next cat 

Put yoursell 
in the 
driving se< 

For over 20 years Autosave Has‘3 
provided quality new. nearly 
new and used vehicles at 
exceptional prices to chord 
charities and associations. 

Now you too can take ad 1 
of this excellent service. 

just a selection of over 60,000 
cars on our data base. 



2004/54 registered 

With £1,000 MMmum P/X 

Kia Rio 1.3 Sensation inME 

5 door _ Choice of 11 

• Delivery mileage • Choice of colow 

• Power steering • Air conditioning 

• Electric windows • ABS 

• Central locking 

• Airbags 
> Save £1,559 



5,999 



2003/03 registered 
Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec 5 door 

• Choice of colours • Power steering 

• Air conditioning • Electric windows 
> Central locking 

* Immobiliser 
> Airbags 
• Alloys 
• Save 
EMM 



STOP PRESS.. 



9.999 



autosave price 



7,999 



SCOOP PURCHASE... 

2001 /SI registered 

Vauxhalt Zafira 1.6 Club 

Choice of 14 

• Choice of colour • Power steering 

• 7 seats • Air conditioning 

• Central locking 

• Electric windows , 

• Immobiliser 

• Airbags 



autosave price 

Also Available 



6.999 



QJ bdi car comes witk 

> a> • 120 point quality inspection and report 
(/> £■> • Service and prepared prior to delivery $ 
S (1$ • 12 months parts and labour warranty J 
• 12 months Mot 

S | • 6 months road tax js 

| Delivered to your door 

Tailor Made Finance Service 

* Low Rate Finance | 

« 1 to S years terms 
• No deposit available 

i 

• j 



jy to buy your next car 



u i m zdd 

fax: 0114 255 4949 




Married to the minister 



The idea of a husband and wife clergy team may sound like a match made in heaven, and it is becoming more and more 
common. In Oxford we have more clergy couples than most other dioceses, with 28 living and working in the area. 

But there are difficulties, many of them practical ones to do with housing. There is a centuries old law which dictates that Rectors 
and Vicars who possess freehold (which means they 'own' their parish and can stay until they are 70, rather than being appointed on 
a fixed term licence) have to live in the vicarage. The law was drawn up in the days when vicars moved overseas and left their parish 
in the hands of a curate. For couples like the Loveridges (top right) this law meant that it was impossible for them both to be in 
parish ministry. But this diocese has found creative solutions to the problem (see the Harpers' experience, below). 

Some couples want to work closely together, perhaps supporting each other in the same parish. Others want separate, parallel 
career paths. Director of ordinands for Buckinghamshire, the Revd Canon Andrew Meynell, said that he counsels clergy couples very 
carefully when they come forward. In most cases, one or other has been ordained for years before the other comes forward, but he 
has recently advised a couple who came forward together. 'We work very carefully to make sure that they are doing this independ- 
ently, and feel called independently of each other. We need to make sure one spouse is not in the shadow of the other. 

'We* also talk about boundaries, and how both being in ordained ministry will impinge on home life - that is very important.' 

In many cases, one spouse will go into non-stipendiary (unpaid) ministry while the other is a stipendiary priest. Some diocese do 
refuse to pay more than one stipend per family, though Oxford is not one of them. 

The Door spoke to three clergy couples in different roles to explore their experiences of combining home, relationship and ministry. 



Harpers 



I Rosie and Tim Harper 
worked together as 
musicians before they 
became priests. Tim was 
ordained first, and Rosie was a clergy wife for 13 
years before she sought ordination. Tim is now 
Team Rector at Amersham and Rosie is vicar of 
Great Missenden. Her first curacy was working 
with her husband in Amersham. They have three 
children and they live in the Rectory at 
Amersham, which is six miles from Rosie's 
parish. The vicarage in Great Missenden is being 
rented out to youth workers, a 'creative solution' 
by the parish and the diocese, says Rosie. 



Tim: I suppose it was a risky decision, having 
Rosie as my curate. I was surprised when the 
diocese came up with the idea, but this has 
always been a training parish. It was all done 
very above board, very scrupulously. 

When it came time for Rosie to leave, the 
only difficulty was that people here in 
Amersham liked the ‘Tim and Rosie show’. 

It was important for Rosie to be free from me 
and do it on her own, though. 

I went along to the interview with Rosie for 
Great Missenden and was doing the polite 



chat, wearing a tie and a suit and not in clergy 
‘uniform’, and when they asked what I did I 
could see their jaws drop. I said that we need- 
ed to discuss living arrangements etc so it was 
on the table from the start, that Rosie would 
not be able to live in Great Missenden. They 
were very open to it. 

All I can say is that it works for us, but 
maybe it wouldn’t for other couples. In terms 
of running our lives I can’t see it would be any 
different if we were both doctors. 

We are very lucky in that it has allowed us to 
balance our family life and careers. We can be 
flexible and sort out between ourselves to be 
back for the children when they come home 
from school, for example. 

We have come so far through God’s grace. It 
was the training, curacy and getting the incum- 
bency for Rosie that felt like the difficult bit. I 
believe that if we have been led through the 
River Jordan so far the next phase will surely 
be the easy bit! 

Rosie: I was thinking about going forward for 
ordination for several years before I did. The 
children were very supportive of my decision. 
Spiritual life is quite ‘in’ I think at the moment 



so they think it is quite cool to have parents 
who are priests. Also, because women priests 
are still comparatively new, they are quite 
proud to have a mother who is a priest and 
think it is a radical thing to do. 

When I was a ‘clergy wife’ I didn’t do the 
flowers and that side of it but I did get very 
involved in pastoral work. 

It wasn’t until the vote came to allow women 
priests that I started really thinking about 
going forward. 

Tim was very supportive of me going for 
ordination. We don’t feel we are in competition 
but in collaboration. We have always worked 
well together, we met when we were both musi- 
cians, so it is quite natural for us to continue. 

I knew when it came to getting a parish that 
not living in the parish would be an issue, but 
Great Missenden have been wonderfully sup- 
portive. It has worked really well: people have 
been very good at opening their own homes for 
study evenings etc, so people don’t come out to 
Amersham. 

With us both being in parish ministry, we 
are able to support each other and discuss 
problems and solutions. 
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Loveridges 



Jo has just been appointed area dean of 
Bradfield in Berkshire. Douglas is a hos- 
pital chaplain in Reading. He was 
ordained first, in 1984 though Jo had 
felt called from an early age. They have 
three sons. 

Jo: I had felt called since my teens and 
I went to study with that in mind at 
Kings College in London but the deci- 
sion not to ordain women at this time 
was taken by General synod in 1977. 1 
went into teaching instead. When the 
synod decision finally came I didn’t go 
forward straight away. It felt quite 
daunting, suddenly knowing I could 
go forward. The Church needs to think 
carefully about clergy couples, and 
work out ways in which both husband 
and wife can have a parochial ministry. 
It was fine when I was a curate, but ii 



was difficult when I was looking for a 
post as vicar of a parish. The Church 
needs to see clergy couples as some- 
thing to celebrate. Oxford is accommo- 
dating, as I know some dioceses do 
only give one stipend per family. 
Oxford does pay two. 

My husband is very supportive and 
it helps that he has had a parochial 
ministry, we share ideas and problems. 
People in my parish like the fact that 
when they go into hospital, Douglas is 
there. 

Douglas: We met when I was training 
for the Church Army, it was Jo that 
encouraged me to seek ordination and I 
was ordained in 1984. 

The problem for us came when it was 
time for Jo to move on from her curacy 
in St Peter's, Earley. We fell foul of old 
laws about clergy having to live in their 
parish, which were put in place centuries 
ago when clergy used to live in Italy and 



pay a curate to do all their parish work. 
The archdeacon was adamant that we 
both had to live in our parishes, and we 
would not have been happy to have 
lived separate lives. If I hadn't been 
interested in being a hospital chaplain, 
we would have been in a real crisis. 
Bishop Dominic (former Bishop of 
Reading) found a parish for Jo at the 
same time as I decided to move into sec- 
tor ministry. 

I love being a hospital chaplain, I feel 
involved with people all day, and it feels 
real priesdy work, just being with 
people. i ^ 

I think the Church has to j 
sort itself out on the 
issue of clergy cou- 
ples. I think we are 
are setting a whole- 
some example of 
sexuality to the 
wider public. 






Okes 



I Elizabeth and 

Michael Oke are 
both non-stipen- 
diary ministers in Berkshire. 
Elizabeth serves in Woolhampton 
with Midgham and Beenham 
Valance and Michael atTylehurst St 
George. Michael was ordained in 
1993, after first training to become a 
Reader. He continues to work as an 
electrician. Elizabeth was ordained 
in 1999. They have two grown-up 
children. 

Michael: I've been called the lager 
priest - the priest who can reach 
people that other priests can't 
reach, because of my job! I often 
go into homes to do electrical 
work and come out having done 
pastoral work and I've done funer- 
als and been booked afterwards to 
do some electrical work. Elizabeth 
and I work very well together, we 
share some of our resources, we've 
always been doing things in the 
community so in some ways it’s 
not that different. 

Sometimes I think it still hasn’t 
hit me that I am a minister, its only 
when I'm taking a wonderful serv- 
ice like a baptism that it hits me 
what a privilege it is. When I was 
first ordained in Mortimer 
Elizabeth was the church warden 
and we worked very well together 
then, she helped me a 
lot. 



I was a lapsed Christian, when 
Elizabeth and I met. I was con- 
firmed at the age of 33, after we 
were married. 

We try to have quality time 
together and have to plan the diary 
very carefully. People in my parish 
ask me if Elizabeth really likes 
socialising because they don't see 
her very often and I tell them she 
has her own parishes she has to 
look after! 

Elizabeth: I was ordained in 1 999, 
and it had been a long journey. I 
had been very involved in our 
parish, assisting the vicar while his 
wife was ill and it really made me 
think, is this was God is asking of 
me? I went to do the St Albans 
and Oxford ministry course and I 
really grew a lot doing that. When 
we first met I was living in 
Mortimer and Michael used to 
come with me to church but I did- 
n't know what he thought of it. We 
married very young and we certain- 
ly didn’t think then that we would 
both end up as priests, we still 
pinch ourselves sometimes! God 
has very strange paths for you. But 
we just grasped opportunities and 
just went for it. That's how we have 
led our married life as well! Its dif- 
ficult sometimes when we can't be 
together but then the times together 
are very good, which compensates. 

We've gone on working togeth- 
er, on separate tracks but together. 
Our faith has held us together 
through our 
relationship, it 
has helped us 
to grow 
together. 




WWW. ECCLESIASTICAL XO.uk 



At Ecclesiastical we believe that the care of your church is vital for future generations. We're as 
passionate and dedicated as you are, which is why most churches in the UK put us first for 
insurance. So if you're looking for an outstanding service and comprehensive cover, believe in us. 
For more information in the Oxford area, please call Nick Yearsley on 07740 378603 

Members of the General Insurance Standards Council until 14 January 2005. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 
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STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa. 

All dates available 
- Autumn/Winter Bargains 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 




p 

please ring 

Sue Williams 

on: 




fax: 01527 892152 

E-mail: 

tnss.pillRitiis@rirp.M 



PRINCES RISBOROUGH N 
MUSIC SOCIETY 

A DVORAK 

STABAT 
MATER 

Saturday November 27 - 7.45pm 

ALL SAINTS PARISH CHURCH 
HIGH WYCOMBE 

Conductor: CHRISTOPHER GRANT 

With the 

CYGNUS ORCHESTRA of LONDON 

Soloists: Bass - Rene Linnenbank 
Soprano - Linda Gerrard 
Mezzo - Kathleen Wilkinson 
Tenor - Philip Slane 

Tickets £10 with wine - available from 
01844 213247 and choir members 



Est 1826 

A. B. WALKER 

& Son Limited 



Funeral Directors & 
Monumental Masons 



s^ ,u 'V 





Serving The Community For 180 Years 

Eldon House, 36 Eldon Road, Reading. 

Tel: (0118) 957 3650 

Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfield Road, Bracknell. 

Tel: (01344) 303707 

Blyth House, 1 58 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 
Tel: (01491) 413434 

OPENING 2005 - 105 LONDON ROAD, WOKINGHAM RG40 1YR. 

TEL: (0118) 978 4040 

24 Hours Advice & GOLDEN CHARTER 

Assistance www.info@abwalker.co.uk Pre-paid Funeral Plans 



HOWARD CHADWICK 

FUNERAL SERVICE mm 

A caring family owned Independent 

Funeral Directors. Offering 24 hour prompt personal 

attention. Private Dedicated Chapel of Rest. 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Quality Memorial Oesigns 
Clockhouse Cottage, Benson Lane, 

Crowmarsh, Wallingford, 
mjy Oxon 0X10 8ED. 

Tel: 01491 825222 




Peace in rural France 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside house 
in a charming village near Saumur is 
simply furnished, but comfortable. You 
can fish from the garden and good food, 
swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are close at hand. It is available 
from May to October and sleeps six plus; from £250 per week 
but reductions are possible especially for those in ministry. 
Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 0976 438336 day. 




cross 









.net 






Word for Life Trust 

The House of Bread, Ross Road, Christchurch, 
(Forest of Dean), Nr. Coleford, Glos 

5 Nov, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 
7 am my Beloved's" 

6 Nov, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 4.30pm "Healing 8 Deliverance" 

12 Nov, Creative Day, 

10am - 4.30pm with Lance Pierson 
12-14 Nov, Healing Retreat, 

Friday evening - Sunday afternoon 
"Safe in the Shadow" 

19 Nov, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 
"Father of Creation" 

22-25 Nov, "Leading for Leaders" 

27 Nov, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 4.30pm "Overcoming Shame" 

3 Dec, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 
"Glory Revealed" 

Prayer Ministry Days - Every Wednesday from 
10 . 30 am, with teaching, worship and personal prayer. 

For further details please telephone the 
Word for Life Trust office on: 

01594 837744 or Email: courses@wflt.org 



EVER WISH YOU HAD A SECOND CHANCE AT EDUCATION? 

JOIN US IN JANUARY! 



Study for the Certificate of Higher Education 
(Just one year and equivalent to 120 CATS points - the first year of a university degree) 



OXFORD 



Social Administration • Legal Studies • Theology and Religious Studies and 

Business Studies with Business Ethics 

*Students can live in our own purpose built accommodation or live out if they prefer * 

FREE TASTER COURSE 8 th - 10 th NOVEMBER 

Call for more information NOW! Monica Dolton, Registrar : (Freephone) 0800 083 0813 
email: admissions@plater.ac.uk website: www.plater.ac.uk 

Plater College Oxford, Pullens Lane, Headington, Oxford 0X3 0DT 




• No entrance qualifications 

• No fees (subject to status) 

• No age too old (min age 19) 
















OXFORD 



I Numihsm* 

I Ceurtenayi 

Abingdon ^ 






Christmas 

Treasures* 



at Note atts 

A'vondeifui pi.itc to explore for Christum inspiration • 
all around the home and there's something for every taste. 
Notcum Christmas themes are famous tor their impact 
and this year promises to be even better, $ 



Notcutts 



^^notcu tts.co 



Ely /Cathedral 

One o< England's tin est Norman 
Cathedrals, set amist medieval 
monastic buildings. Daily touts: The 

Stained Glass Museum. Octagon and West 
Tower tours {high season) Brass Rubbmg. 
Gilt Shop. Refectory and Restaurant; 

TC -K-: 

Sommer: Oaiiy * 7.00am to y.OQpm 
Winter: Mon to Sat • 7.30am to 6.00pm 
Sun • 7.30am to 5 00pm 



roting relrCF02 



For a free guide to the distdc! plea =,, calf 01: 
or Email -camh 



Cober Hill 

Newlands Road, Cloughton 
Scarborough, Y013 OAR 

First class ETC 3 Diamond accommodation 
set between the moors and coast, 6 miles north of 
Scarborough 

Offering 63 en-suite bedrooms. 6 comfortable lounges, 
quiet gardens and pleasant company. 

Cober Hill is the perfect location for getting away from it ail. 
Specialising in Midweek and Weekend Breaks and 
Themed Holidays. Open all year. 

Please contact us for prices and a brochure. 

Tel: (01723) 870310 Fax: (01723) 870271 

Website: www.coberhill.co.uk 
E-mail: enquiries@coberhill.co.uk 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



ti9^ Olsufc ECij CGtMrCt^t^jLe 
'pgcewifer cud attend <m ofifaur 
C^lstwas serOices. 

Fri 10th Dec, 730 pm - Concert by Britten 
Sinfonia with BBC Singers & Ely Choristers. 

Sat 18 Dec, 12 noon - Shoppers' Carol Service 
with Ely Consort 

1.10 pm - Ely Consort a recital in the Lady Chapel 
3.00 pm - Christingle Service for Children 

Tues 21 Dec, 3.00 pm - Steam Dreams Cathedral 
Express Christmas Concert 
Wed 22 Dec, 730 pm - Rotary & Cathedral 
Christmas Charity Concert featuring Patrician Jazz 

Fri 24 Dec, 630 pm - Christmas Eve Evensong 
followed by Carol Service 

Sat 25 Dec, 10.30 am - Christmas Day Eucharist 
3.45 pm - Evensong 

For further details contact Janet Leebetter, Events 

Manager, 01353 660310 

Email: j.leebetter@cathedral.ely.anglican.org 



Tckefe£29/£20/£14/£10 concessions half price 

Buy tickets at the Sheldonian or contact the 
Oxford Playhouse on 01865 305305 



Rev Vaughan Roberts will briefly introduce each 
part to emphasise the message of the Messiah. 



ST CLEMENT'S 

MARST0N ROAD, OXFORD 

Sun 12 Dec 10.30am HC + Nativity Play 
Sun 19 Dec 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight 
+ Mulled Wine & Mince Pies 
Christmas Eve 4.00pm Christingle Service 
11.00pm Midnight Communion 
Christmas Day 1 0.30am Family Service & Gifts 



THE ASHMOLEAN 
MUSEUM SHOP 

in Beaumont Street, Oxford 

Will be open daily throughout December 10am-5pm 
(2pm-5pm Sunday) for the sale of Christmas cards and a 
whole range of calendars, gift wrap, books and giftware. 

Telephone: (01865) 288185 



To mark the opening of both the newly renovated Sheldonian 
Theatre and the season of Advent, this performance by an large 
new choir from across Oxford University, will be accompanied by 
professional musicians and conducted by Matthew O’Donovan. 



All ticket profits are guaranteed go to Christian charities including 
half to Compassion UK, who work in Jesus name to release from 
poverty some of the most underprivileged children in the world. 



Come and celebrate Christmas at 

Greyfriars Church 

Friar St, Reading (0118) 951 6700 
Nativity Service 
Sunday 12 December 10.30am 
For all ages 

Join us for coffee and mince pies afterwards 
Carols by Candlelight 
Sunday 19 December 5pm &c 7.30pm 
Join us for mulled wine and mince pies afterwards 
Christmas Eve Midnight Communion 
Friday 24 December 11.30pm 
Christmas Day Celebration 
Saturday 25 December 10.30am 
For all ages 

New Hope Community Church 

95 York Road, Reading (0118) 959 6534 
Community Carol Singing 
Wednesday 22 December 6.30pm 
Meet at New Hope Centre - all welcome 
Christingle Service 
Friday 24 December 4pm 
For all ages 

Christmas Day Celebration 
Saturday 25 December 10.30am 

For all ages 



.Christmas 



Sifts and 



Stocking Filler* 



Take time out from your Christmas preparation 
and enjoy a visit to the Discovery Centre 
shop for a range of unusual and 
intriguing Christmas gifts and stocking fillers. 

Go for a relaxing walk around the lake away from 
the hustle and bustle of Christmas, then take a seat 
and try our homemade cake with a cup of 
fresh coffee. 

With an adventure playground, a Discovery Hall 
for children and a chance to feed the ducks, 
what more could you ask for? 

Open everyday except Mondays. For details of 
events and booking call 01635 874381 
e-mail: naturecentre@westberks.gov.uk 
or visit: www.westberks.gov.uk 



Advertisement 

Feature 



OSJ 

Artistic Director: John Lubbock 



John Lill (Piano) 

Gala Celebrity Recital 

Music in the Abbey, Dorchester-on-Thames, Oxfordshire 

Saturday 13 November 2004 ~ 7.30pm 

Mozart Piano Sonata in D K576 

Schumann Carnival 

Chopin Ballade in F minor 

Beethoven Piano Sonata No 21 in C (Waldstein) 



Tickets range from £12.00 - £25.00 (concessions available) 



Box Office: 01865 305305 

www.ti cketsoxford . co m 

For a free Festival brochure call OSJ 
Tel: 020 8857 8579 

or email: info@osj.org.uk The 



Festival Sponsor: 

Taste of Honey 



St Mary's Church, Cogges 

Cogges Parish Office, Cogges Church Centre, Church Lane, 
Witney, Oxon 0X28 3 LA. 

t: 01993 779613 e: parishoffice@cogges.fsbusiness.co.uk 
Vicar: The Revd Andrew Sweeney 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2004 

St Mary's Church, Cogges, Witney 

28 November 2.30pm Nativity Tableau, Cogges Farm Museum 

12 December 4.00pm Christingle Service 

1 6 & 17 December 7.00pm Carols in the Barn, Cogges Farm Museum 

24 December 7.00pm Carol Service 

St James the Great, South Leigh 

1 8 December 4.00pm Christingle Service 

19 December 6.00pm Nine Lessons & Carols 



J 



The Bishop’s Palace, Wells 

BA5 2PD Tel: 01749 678691 

Come and enjoy a splendid Christmas Lunch in the medieval setting 
of the Bishop's Palace - Bishop Peter's private Chapel will he open to the public on 
these days. Enquiries taken for party bookings on other days or evenings. 



- CHRISTMAS MENU - 

Wednesday, December 8th or Thursday, 
December 16th 2004 
12.00 - 2.00pm 
Booking essential 

Glass of Mulled Wine 

Roast Turkey with Cranberry and Chestnut 
Stuffing 
Or 

Leek, Walnut, Watercress and Stilton Loaf 
Sausage and Bacon Rolls 
Bread Sauce 



Lemon and Red Onion Roast Potatoes 
Brussel Sprouts with Hazelnut Butter 
Glazed Carrots 

••• 

Traditional Christmas Pudding 
with Brandy Butter and Cream 
or 

Winter Fruit Salad 

Orange and Almond Mince Pies 

• •• 

Coffee 

£18.95 



(Price includes Christmas Crackers) 

House Wine £1.90 glass £9.00 bottle Soft Drinks from £1.10 
Bookings taken in the Undercroft with £5.00 deposit per person 

Restaurant Telephone: 01749 679494 

Website: www.bishopspalacewells.co.uk Email: info@bishopspalacewells.co.uk ^ 
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November Recipe: 
Grandma’s Fruit Cake 



by our cookery writer Ann Way 

This cake of my mother-in-law’s is a great favourite with 
members of my family and it makes a good Christmas cake for 
those people who don’t like the very rich variety so favoured 
at Christmas time. 

Ingredients 

225g seif raising flour (place the flour in a warm place before 
using) 

150g margarine or butter 
llOg light brown sugar 

2 medium eggs (take these out of the fridge an hour before) 

1/2 tsp baking powder 
250g luxury mixed fruit 
lOg chopped apricots 
~75g chopped almonds, 

50g chopped cherries 

Method 

Cream the fat and the sugar until fluffy. Add the eggs, one by 
one, using a little sieved flour with each egg to stop the mix- 
ture curdling. Beat until smooth. Fold in most of the sieved 
flour and the teaspoon of baking powder. Shake the rest of the 
flour on to the dried fruit. This helps to stop the fruit from 
sinking. Add to the cake mixture and stir well. Put into a lined, 
greased 9-inch cake tin and cook in an oven at gas mark 5, 
375°F, 190°C for 15 minutes. Then turn down to gas mark 2, 
300°F, 150°C for a further 1 and a quarter hours, or until the 
cake has risen evenly and is firm to the touch when pressed 
with a finger. Cool on the rack before removing from the tin. 



New classroom for Godly Play 



Children's adviser Jenny 
Hyson reports on the 
successful end to the search 
to find a permanent 'class- 
room' for Godly Play, the 
new method of telling chil- 
dren about God's story: 

THANKS to the generosity of 
Trinity Methodist and United 
Reformed Church in 
Abingdon a space is to be 
developed to benefit not just 
the children and leaders in the 
Oxford Diocese but also build 
important ecumenical links. 

Godly Play was developed 
in the USA using methods 
encountered in Montessori 
education. Children are val- 
ued highly, always called by 
name and given the best 
resources that we can offer. 
The time spent telling God’s 
story uses small wooden fig- 
ures and other artefacts which 
are introduced in a way that 
engages the complete atten- 
tion of the listeners. Open- 
ended questions are used at 
the end of the story to explore 
the story together and then the 
children are invited to use 
craft materials, paint or the 



story telling materials to 
respond in their own way. 
What is a Godly Play Classroom? 
The classic Godly Play class- 
room surrounds the child with 
the language of the Christian 
people - parables, sacred sto- 
ries, the symbolic materials of 
liturgical action and medita- 
tive silence. When a child 
walks into a Godly Play wor- 
ship-education space he or she 
literally walks into the domain 
of Christian language physi- 
cally displayed on the sur- 
rounding shelves. 

Why a Godly Play classroom 
in the Diocese of Oxford? 
While it will not always be 
possible for churches to recre- 
ate a complete Godly Play 
space or classroom I still 
believe that we should be look- 
ing towards providing children 
with as beautiful a space in 
which to worship as is offered 
to the adults and yet my expe- 
rience is that much of our chil- 
dren’s work is done in small, 
cramped, multi purpose rooms 
often stacked with unwanted 
furniture. 

While appreciating the limi- 
tations that some churches 



have to work with it is increas- 
ingly important that those 
being introduced to the method 
of Godly Play do have the 
opportunity of seeing the bene- 
fits of the Godly Play classroom 
in its authentic form. From that 
position we can look at how 
elements of it might be adapted 
into any available space. 

How will the classroom be used 
and who will use it? 

• For Godly Play training 
events. 

• For children’s leaders/ cler- 
gy/ ministers/adults to visit and 
look at Godly Play resources 
and to view a Godly Play space. 



• Children’s groups from 
around the diocese will bring 
children to experience Godly 
Play in the classroom. 

• For adult quiet days. 

•As a venue for the 

National three day accredited 
Godly Play training. 

•For use by local schools. 

Please pray for this new 
resource in the diocese. Bishop 
Richard will be opening and 
blessing the room on Advent 
Sunday 28 November at 
4.00pm. If you would like to 
visit the Godly Play room after 
that date please contact Jenny 
Hyson at Church House. 




As part of the 
classroom the chil- 
dren are intro- 
duced to the 
vessels used for 
Holy Communion. 
If you have a small 
chalice and paten 
similar to those 
used for sick com- 
munion, that you 
would like to 
donate to the cen- 
tre please contact 
Jenny Hyson. Tel 
01865 208255 




To find out more about our Big Safe and Sound Sign Up, see the information pack 
coming to your clergy, visit www.dhildrenssodety.org.uk/safeandsound or 
call our Supporter Action Line on 0845 300 1128 

No, 221124 






SAFE 



SOUND? 



Will your church 
befriend her before 
a stranger does? 

One in seven child runaways are physically 
or sexually assaulted. Help us make England 
safe for them. This November, ask your 
church to sign The Children Society’s 
Big Safe and Sound petition. 

Show them they’ve got a friend in you. 



Photograph modelled for The Children’s Society 
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Saving with 
Smarties raises 
£500 for Aids 
orphans 

PARISHIONERS at Deddington 
Church and children at Deddington 
Primary School were delighted by a 
visit from the Reverend Herman 
Ndlovu, Rector of the Anglican 
Church of the Resurrection in 
Mmabatho, South Africa. The 
parish and school support Mpepu 
Ngwana, a childcare project in 
Reverend Ndlovu’s church that 
meets the needs of young children 
infected and affected by AIDS. The 
children at the project, who range in 
age from babies to 6 year olds, are 
orphaned or have families who are 
unable to care for them. They 
receive day care, proper clothing 
and food. One abandoned baby, 
Neo - which means ‘gift’ in 
Setswana - receives 24 hour care. 

The connection between North 
Oxfordshire and Mmabatho began 
when the Deddington parish, seeking 
to link up with an AIDS project in 
South Africa, approached the dioce- 
san link committee for suggestions. 

The diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman proposed Mpepu 
Ngwana (which means childcare), 
and soon ‘The Living Rooms’ proj- 
ect , which aims to raise £20,000 to 




provide for a new room in 
Deddington church and a matching 
£20,000 for the project for children 
in Mmabatho, was underway 
More than £10,000 has already 
been raised. When Reverend 
Ndlovu visited, Deddington school 
pupils presented him with almost 
£500 that they had raised by filling 
Smarties tubes with 20p pieces. 

The money will be used to 
rehouse the AIDS project, tem- 
porarily located in some former 
council offices. With bricks in 
Mmabatho costing about lOp, 
£500 is, as Revd. Hugh White of 
Deddington says, ‘a lot of bricks!’ 

Deddington is also hoping that 
some of its young people will even- 
tually be able to travel to 
Mmabatho, to widen their under- 
standing of the challenges facing 
church and society in South Africa. 

by Maranda St John Nicolle, of 
Christian Concern for One World 
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World Church 



lives in Albania 



Changing 

by Simon Baynes 

WE swam in the sea at Durres. Will it 
(and other Albanian resorts on the 
Adriatic, and on its many lakes) one day 
be another Ibiza? Before that happens, a 
considerable improvement in waste col- 
lection will be needed, air conditioning 
will need to work, power and water 
supplies become dependable, and roads 
drastically upgraded. But the coastline, 
the rugged beauty of the mountains, 
and the modest prices will surely lure 
travellers there, sooner or later. 

Meanwhile the country struggles to 
find work for its young, to stem the 
tide of migration to Greece, Italy, 
Britain and the USA, and to face the 
issue of corruption that westerners 
find so hard to accept as a fact of life. 
Since the fall of the communist regime 
in 1991, and the Kosovar refugee cri- 
sis, Albanians are no longer in need of 
primary humanitarian aid. The num- 
ber of cars has dramatically increased 
since our last visit five years ago, and 
smart flushing toilets have replaced the 
hole-in-the-floor variety. Clothes spread 
out in street stalls for sale may well be 
those sent by well-meaning westerners 
during the years of poverty! People are 
well fed, well dressed and cheerful, 
though unemployment remains a major 
problem, and the older generation bear 



the marks of much suffering. 

The religious scene is complex. After 
the end of atheistic communism, Islam 
has re-established itself, though not at 
present of the militant kind. The 
Bektashi sect, a folk variety of Islam, is 
prominent. Roman Catholicism has 
some influence, mainly in the north, 
and Orthodoxy mainly in the south. 

We were there as the representatives 
of the Albanian Evangelical Mission 
(AEM) to visit some of the newly-plant- 
ed churches in the south. We joined in a 
service in the historic town of 



'He was a gipsy..Iand] is planning 
to lead an Albanian version of the 
Alpha course in his church' 

Gjirokaster, talked to missionaries and 
Albanian Christians, and visited a young 
Albanian couple establishing Christian 
witness in Kelcyre, a village an hour's 
bus journey away, amid spectacular 
mountain scenery. Donkeys and mules 
trotted past in the sweltering heat; water 
melons and roasted com were offered by 
wayside vendors. Children crowded 
round the bus selling nuts. 

Later we attended a three day train- 
ing conference for some 24 Albanian 
church leaders (including two wives, 
who we learnt were co-leaders in their 



churches), preachers, and missionar- 
ies, in Durres, with a speaker from 
England giving the main talks by 
interpretation. Many of the leaders are 
in their twenties. An older man stood 
out. He was a gipsy - though the word 
does not indicate the mobile life-style we 
associate with it, but a darker skinned 
strand of native Albanians who tend to 
live in distinct communities. This man is 
planning to lead an Albanian version of 
the Alpha course in his church. 

Other protestant missions are also 
working in Albania. AEM is the only 
society solely concerned to bring the 
gospel to the Albanian people, in 
Kosova as well as in Albania itself. It 
produces and distributes Christian lit- 
erature, including a free paper Jehona 
(The Echo), and runs care homes for 
children. Its main concern is to estab- 
lish churches based on sound evangel- 
ical theology, and to train national 
leaders. Its missionaries are dedicated 
to learning the language and the cul- 
ture, and witnessing to the love of God 
in Christ by long-term commitment to 
the Albanian people. 

Revd Simon Baynes is Assistant Priest in 
Thame team ministry. For further details , 
and information on regional prayer meetings 
and conferences , please contact: Mr David 
Young MA, Albanian Evangelical Mission ' 
29 Bridge Street , Wrexham LL13 7 HP. Tel 
01978-290138 email: office@aemission.org 



*1 he OTmvtforns 9th ‘Birthday Party! 



August saw us celebrate 9 years since 
we first opened our doors! 

To celebrate, we held a special Summer 
Birthday Party! 

We invited our extended family (The family of our 
Residents, our depositors and those on our mailing list 
within the local area) to join us for this special 
occasion. 

The afternoon kicked off with a special lunch which 
consisted of a New Style Coronation Chicken Salad, 
followed by Fillet Steak with a Black Pepper Butter. 
The dessert was Strawberries and Cream. The meal 
was thoroughly enjoyable. 

Entertainment followed the meal and was provided by 
the R&M Duo. 

The music was fantastic and many Residents got up 
and had a dance! 

The entertainment was followed by a Raffle Draw 
raising money for the Flying Scholarship for the 
Disabled, a charity supported by the daughter of our 
Resident, Mrs King. The charity provides pilot 
training in light aircraft in order to help those with 
disabilities rebuild their life and confidence. We 
raised over £200 and managed to get Mrs Polly 
Vacher, Mrs King's daughter, on the phone for all of 
the Residents to hear her ecstatic voice over the loud- 
speaker system. 

New Activities for November 
Our November calendar will be seeing the 
introduction of many new activities! We believe the 
activities programme is very important to our 
Residents and our Activities Coordinator, Alastair 
Maggs, has been busy thinking up some new ideas 
and working with our Residents to add many exciting 
activities and events! 

MONDAYS 

Some of our residents will be out shopping this 
morning. Our coach goes out shopping locally four 
mornings each week. There is reading in the Activity 
Lounge, hosted by one of our residents. After lunch 
there is a talk given by a guest speaker and this talk 
will often include slides. In the evening, after supper, 
there is a new play reading activity featuring the 
I works of Alan Ayckbourn amongst other playwrights. 





TUESDAYS 

We run an afternoon trip on Tuesdays. This month we 
will be visiting the local cinema, Weston Super Mare, 
Cheddar for afternoon tea and other great locations. 
We have a visiting minister for a morning service on 
Tuesdays too. Bridge takes place this afternoon, as 
well as several other afternoons during the week. 
Tuesday evenings are quiz nights and there are a wide 
range of quiz activities throughout the month 
including "Who Wants To Be A Millionaire", a 
traditional "Pub Quiz" night, Countdown and more. 
Residents come along and play in teams to win prizes. 
These evenings are always a lot of fun! 

WEDNESDAYS 

In addition to another afternoon trip, Wednesdays 
include an exercise class called "Sittersize". Solo 
Whist takes place in the evening. 

THURSDAYS 

Thursdays include a full day trip. This month, we're 
off to Sidmouth, a Malvern Hills Mystery Tour, Exeter 
and Exmouth and more. We also have a trip to see 
the ballet, Romeo and Juliet! Thursday nights are 
card nights and our residents have a little flutter on 
Pontoon, Chinese Patience, Chase the Ace, Hearts and 
Cheat! 

FRIDAYS 

Fridays now have a Yoga class, organised by one of 
our residents. Solo Whist and Bridge occur on these 
days too. 

WEEKENDS 

Saturdays include a brand new art class with a 
different visiting artist each month. This month we 
are having pottery classes! Saturday mornings 
provide residents with a chance to check their blood 
pressure. Prayer and meditation also occurs over the 
weekend, as do monthly hymn events. Saturday 
nights are used to show entertaining films and Sunday 
nights showcase the best of the documentaries from 
digital channels. 

The end of October saw entertainment from the 
Weston Light Orchestra which was very well received. 
Our Christmas entertainment this year is set to be 
stunning... But more on that nearer the time! 




The Hawthorns 



means relaxed independent retirement living, with support services 
such as activities, three meals provided daily in our Dining Room, 
excursions, live-in managers, housekeeping, and more! 



For information, please call: 

gfefjsp (01275)790060 

The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Road, 
Clevedon, North Somerset BS21 7EH 



http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 
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Advertising 




CHRISTIAN 

DISTRIBUTION 

..set in the heart of rural Dorset.. 



Spirit Distribution - now in their 7th year 
of trading offer a superb range of Christian 

product to retailers and church groups 



HOW IQ”. 

WITNESS 

TO 

ANYONE 

R A. TORR.EY 



ASK ABOUT OUR 
VERY COMPETITIVE 
TRADE DISCOUNTS 





Bournemouth 


Yeovil 


Tei 


Tel 


01202 292272 


01935 426253 




Email 


kjlnfo@bt^nnectscorn 


kjyeovif@btconnect.com 


^ Youcanalsoorderonlineatwww.keithjones.co.uk 



* BOOKS Authors including : 
Andrew Murray, Myles Munroe, Dr 
James B Richards, Charles H 
Spurgeon, R. A. Torrey, Roberts 
Liardon, John G Lake, George Bloomer, 
Lester Sumrall, books starting at £3.99.. 

4 MUSIC At the cutting edge of 
contemporary Christian music we 
distribute for both UK and US labels 
covering styles from urban worship to 
gospel and beyond... 

* CLOTHING We house a huge 
range of t-shirts, sweatshirts and 
hoodies all with unique Christian 
messages.. 

* JEWELLERY Perfect gifts 
for Christmas - sterling silver and 
pewter crosses and much much more.. 

For your FREE INFO PACK 
and further details: 

01300 321564 

www.spiritmusic.co.uk 
e-mail: karen@spiritmusic.co.uk 



PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 



Printing Problems ? 

If you wish to publish a short run book, 
magazine, catalogue, handbook, etc, why 
not try our digital colour printing system 
which can produce quality work at prices 
far below conventional printing costs. 

For free advice and prices give us a ring or E-mail 

1P% jt"* Comerways 

MJF MM Preston Bowyer 

Taunton, Somerset 

m m T A4 1 pq 

Preston Print Services Tel. 01 823 400178 
e-mail mau rice® internet- tod ay.co.uk 



Simply complete the form below and return it to WOMAN ALIVE 
FREEPOST SEA! 3371, Worthing BN13 1BR 






Gift recipient details 

I'd like to give my gift of Woman Alive to: 
Name 

Address 



Telephone 

Short message for your gift card: 



m 



12 issues of Woman Alive for just £22 (uk only } 
Postcode For overseas rat8s P |ease phone 01 903 602 1 36 

Q) I enclose a cheque/Postal Order for £ 

Made payable to Christian Media Centre Ltd 

| | Please charge my Credit/Debit card £.... 

Name on card 

Card No 



Your details: 

Name 



Address .... 



Telephone 

E-mail 



II 1 II ill 1 1 1 11 1 1 n it; 


Expiry date 

II m 


Valid from issue number 

r n n m 




Maestro cards ant f 


Signature 









What are the Ten 
Commandments for the 
Road (as defined by the 
Christian Road Safety 
Association)? Who is the 
patron saint of the really 
ugly? How long was the 
shortest Papal reign? 
Which popular team 
game was invented by a 
Presbyterian minister? 
Why is the date of Easter 
different every year? 
Which 

well-known Christmas 
carol was originally 
written as a catechism 
song for young 
Catholics? 

Answers to all the above 
can be found in a new 
book - Summon's 
Christian Miscellany - 
alongside mini- 
biographies of famous 
Christians, humorous 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 

its worth reading... 

Discover Summon’s 
Christian Miscellany 

- an ideal Christmas gift! 



church notices, 
translations into different 
languages of key Bible 
passages and much, 
much more. Following in 
the footsteps of the 
million-selling Schott's 
Original Miscellany and 
its successors, this 
handsome hardback book 



The Mission of 
Scripture Truth 

Scripture Truth is an imprint of "The Central Bible 
Hammond Trust". The Trust was formed in 1974 
from the amalgamation of the Central Bible Truth 
Depot and the C.A. Hammond Trust, both of which 
were located in London, England. 

Both of these publishing houses had a long and 
successful history of serving the people of God by 
publishing and distributing sound Christian 
literature.The former primarily associated with 
Christians known as the Glanton Brethren, and the 
latter with the Kelly-Lowe-Tunbridge Wells 
Brethren. Sharing of premises was already under 
way by the time the two groups re-united in 1974. 
Scripture Truth Publications is now one of the 
largest Christian retail outlets in the North East of 
England, having moved to Morpeth in 
Northumberland in 1996. 

We sell an extensive range of Christian books and 
resources and we probably have the biggest and best 
selection of second hand books in the region. 

Our international mail order business is also based 
at Morpeth; as is the publishing work which includes 
the quarterly "Scripture Truth" magazine and the 
bi-monthly "Alive" gospel tract. 

It is our mission to distribute sound Christian 
literature as widely as possible; every purchase made 
helps us to spread the Word of God throughout the 
world. 

Scripture Truth Publications. Tel: 01670 511615 
Fax: 01670 516620 



HOW DID IT ALL BEGIN? 

Are the Bible and 
science in conflict? Was 
Darwin right, or can we 
believe in Genesis? We 
have the resources to 
help you answer these 
questions. 

We offer good quality videos, DVDs, CDs, books, a 
range of literature, also talks and seminars. 
CREATION RESOURCES TRUST, 

P O Box 3237, Yeovil, BA22 7WD. 

Tel. 01935 850569. E-mail: Geoff@c-r-t.fsnet.co.uk. 
Visit our website: www.c-r-t.co.uk 



a orQ.uk « 



SPECIAL RATES are available if you wish to take out more than one subscription. For details ring subscriptions on 019036021 36 

Offer ends lOth December 2004 



"CURING ARTHRITIS 
THE DRUG-FREE WAY" 

by MARGARET HILLS, S.R.N. 

The best selling account of the author's personal 
battle against this crippling condition - and how 
the natural approach has left her pain-free for the 
last 30 years. 

For free details send s.a.e or tel: 

01926 854 783 

DEPT. Cl 

Margaret Hills S.R.N., 

1 Oaks Precinct, Caesar Road, 
Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 1DP 



brings together a 
fascinating and diverse 
collection of facts, trivia 
and lists of information 
about Christianity. 
Parminder Summon 
moved to England from 
India aged 4 and 
developed a natural 
curiosity for the world 
around him. He describes 
himself as 'an avid 
collector of facts, trivia 
and curiosities' - he has 
now combined this 
personal interest with 
extensive research to 
produce this idiosyncratic 
gem, which he sees as 'an 
enjoyable and informative 
sideways look' at the 
Christian faith. 

As a Christian himself, 
Parminder found the 
process of writing and 
compiling the Miscellany 
to be 'more a labour of 



love than work'. 

And, as a full-time 
employee of Cancer 
Research U K, the process 
also became 'a cathartic 
experience that gave me 
the chance to step away 
from the intensity of 
modern life and celebrate 
our diversity.' 

More than reference and 
more than a diversion, 
Summon's Christian 
Miscellany will make an 
intriguing and 
entertaining read for 
anyone interested in the 
fascinating world of 
Christianity - and an 
excellent Christmas gift! 
Priced at £8.99, it is 
available from all good 
bookshops, from 
www.lionhudson.com 
or direct from Marston 
Book Services (tel. 

01235 465500). 



ST PHILIP'S BOOKS 

Christopher Zealley. M.A. (Oxon). 

82 St Aldates, Oxford OXI IRA. 

Theology & Church History 
Tel: 01865 202182 
Books Bought & Sold 



PARSONS THROUGH THE AGES 

A Collection of country clerics, 
good, bad, and so so 

By John Houghton 
Published by, and available from 

HATFIELD BOOKS 

18 Cornelia Close, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK2 3LX 

ISBN 0-954 2664 0-4 £8.50 

Individual copies by post £9.50 inc. p&p. 
Cheques payable to Hatfield Books 



The author is himself a parson, who recently 
celebrated his Diamond Jubilee as a Priest. 

He writes of his fellow p nests through many 
centuries. They include the saintly and the famous , 
many so holy that shrines were built for them to 
which pilgrims flocked. Others were less saintly, full 
of human foibles much like ourselves. And some were 
frankly infamous. The book treats of notable clerics 
who were great Diarists whose Journals do much to 
illuminate the 18th century. The same century a bo 
saw the murder of a country vicar at the hands of his 
farmer parishioners. By contrast, other country 
parsons ministered unseen in their rural parishes - 
like George Herbert. The author reveb in the extent to 
which poets have commented on the state of religion 
in their days, from the writings of Chaucer and the 
concerned poetical comments on the upheavab of the 
Civil War. 

One chapter, aptly called " Warts and AU", gathers 
together clerics who all fell from grace. Even more 
startling are the individuab described in the chapter 
called "Stranger than fiction". 

John Houghton's own ministry began as Curate in 
Woiverton in 1938. In 1942 he went on to 30 years 
service as a msstmory in Zambia, where he was 
Archdeacon . He returned to England in 1974 and 
settled in Bletchley where he still fives. 

ALL WE ROYALTIES ON MS BOOK WILL GO TO THE 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE MSTORIC CHURCHES TRUST. 
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New From Scripture Truth 



Located deep in the 
heart of rural Dorset 
lies one of the UK’s 
fastest growing 
Christian Distributors 
with links across the 
world and with access 
to vast range of 
Christian resources. 
Spirit Distribution 
already have exclusive 
ranges of contemporary 



Christian music 
particularly all forms of 
Gospel music including 
R&B, Soul, Jazz, Hip 
Hop etc aimed very 
much at the youth 
market and all from 
quality Christian artists. 
Also available is a fine 
range of top quality but 
competitively priced T 
shirts and Jewellery 



Discovering Jesus 

A Journey Back in Time... 

ISBN: 0901860 27 1 CD-ROM @ £9.99 
(Suitable for Children of Primary School Age 
and Above!) 

Discovering Jesus is a new interactive CD-ROM 
designed to teach children about Jesus. It will take 
them on a journey two thousand years back in time 
and introduce them to the beginning of the Christian 
era. 



Is Jesus God? 

ISBN: 0 901860 28X PB 16 pages @ £0.99 
"Who is Jesus?" is the most important question 
which any of us must face. Our answer to that 
question will determine not only the way we live in 
this world but also our eternal destiny. In this booklet, 
the author sets out in a clear, understandable way the 
reasons why we should believe Jesus' claims to be the 
Son of God. 



Is Jesus a Man? 

ISBN: 0 901860 29 8 PB 16 pages @ £0.99 
Was Jesus really a man in the true sense of the 
word? This booklet explores from birth to death 
many events in His busy life which show that the Man 
Jesus was fully in the public gaze of friend and hostile 
critic. His reactions and responses as recorded in the 
Bible were observed and yet never once was His 
humanity questioned. 

Available From: 

Scripture Truth Publications, Coopies Way, 
Coopies Lane, MORPETH NE61 6JN. 

Tel. 01670 511615 Fax. 01670 516620 

scripturetruth@compuserve.com 
www.scripture-truth.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 223327 



Bookbinding by 
Benedictine Monks 

Do you have a Bible or Liturgical Book m need 
of rebinding or refurbishing? 

Restoration and general binding also undertaken. 

Quarr Abbey Bindery 

Tel: 01983 882420 Fax: 01983 884402 

Rt'guh'ml CimrtU} No 218 7$1 



Writers & Authors 

Professional services for writers and 
would-be writers. 

Novels, short stories, articles, autobiographies & 
memoirs, books for children. 

Ghost writing and after-dinner speeches for all 
occasions. Preferred initial contact by e-mail or letter. 

www.omniumbookservices.co.uk 

info@omniumbookservices.co.uk 

Tel: 0870 24 20 185 

Omnium, Clifford House, 7-9 Clifford Street, York Y01 9RA. 



from US manufacturer 
Red Letter 9 and last 
but certainly not least is 
the entire book 
catalogue of US 
publisher Whitaker 
House with authors 
such as Spurgeon and 
Smith-Wigglesworth 
among the many on 
offer. 

However, that’s not all 
as with weekly delivery 
from the USA so much 
more is also available 
that is often hard to 
find here in the UK. Fbr 
example the Left 
Behind series of movies 
on DVD and Video, 
Ministry product from T 
D Jakes, Joyce Meyer, 
Judy Jacobs and Clint 
Brown to name but a 
few. 

Already supplying 
retailers and Churches 
across the UK and into 
Europe Spirit offer 



generous discounts and 
a fast, friendly and 
informed service. 

If you’ve been 
struggling to find the 
resouces that make a 
difference in your area 
just contact Rob or 
Karen Hillman on 
01300 321564 or visit 
their web site on: 
www.spiritmusic.co.uk 

J7= 



NEW! NEW! NEW! 



A Selection of 

PARISH CHURCHES 

in and around Cranborne Chase, Nadder 
Valley and the Blackmore Vale 

North Dorset, East Somerset and South-West 
Wiltshire 

JACK SKELTON-WALLACE 
Illustrations: CLIVE FORWARD 
Foreword by: The Bishop of Salisbury 
ISBN 0-9548000-0-1 
For further information please contact: 
Richmond Hill Press, Tel: 01747 825388 
Email: richillpress@hotmail.com 
Available from: SPCK, Salisbury Cathedral 
Bookshop & Cross Keys Bookshop, Salisbury. 



NEW! NEW! NEW! 





V>mUk&p 4 C<#a Sitap 

Elm Farm Road, Aylesbury 
Open: Mon - Fri 10 am - 4 pm 
Sat 10 am - 2 pm 
A wide range of books, CDs, 
Bibles, Cards & Much more. 

Tel: 01296 424880 






Only £8.99. Available from all good 
lion bookshops or from www.lionhudson.com 



NEW! NEW! NEW! 









COURSES TRAINING CONFERENCES 



WORKSHOPS 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events 
and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your 
events to <door@oxford.anglican.org> or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the December/ January issue is Wednesday 1 0 November. 



the 

what's 



NOVEMBER 

Wed 3 OXFORD Towards 
Healing the Faiths of Abraham* 
7pm Broad St (Cornmarket end) 
torchlit procession; 7.30pm inter- 
faith circle dance, prayers & 
refreshments outside University 
Church, High St; 8pm address & 
discussion. International 
Interfaith Centre, 01865 202745. 
Sat 6 BANBURY Evelyn Glennie 
in concert, St Mary’s Church 
7.30pm. 01449 738829. 

Sat 6 HENLEY St Mary’s 
Church Choir, Brahms’ Requiem , 
St Mary’s Church 7pm. Tickets 
£10 Bell Book Shop, Henley, or at 
door. 01491 573651. 

Sat 6 HOOK NORTON Annual 
Craft Fair, St Peter’s Church, 
10am-6pm: 40 crafts, demonstra- 
tions, refreshments, 01608 
737900. 

Sun 7 MILTON KEYNES Choral 
Evensong for Season of All Saints 
with Choir of the City Church. City 
Church 6pm. Free (offertory). 
01908 246486 or 07961 348697. 
Thu 11 OXFORD Reading com- 
petition for 11-18 year-olds: dioce- 
san heat for Prayer Book Society 
Cranmer Awards, St Edward’s 
School, Woodstock Rd 3.30pm. 
01494 813045. 



post 



Thu 11-Sat 13 MILTON 

KEYNES (Stantonbury) Traidcraft 
Sale, Stantonbury Campus: Thu 
10am-7pm; Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 
9am-5pm. 01908 567436. 

Sat 13 CHESHAM Deaf Aware 
ness Day, Emmanuel Church 
10am-3.30pm. 01865 241399. 

Sat 13 FLACKWELL HEATH, 
High Wycombe, Vocations Breakfast 
8.30am-12.30pm for all wishing to 
explore a sense of vocation. Hilary 
Unwin, 01494 725228, e-mail 
<unwin@gn.apc.org>. 

Sat 13 OXFORD ‘You are my 
Witnesses’ Messianic Jewish Day, St 
Clement’s Church, Marston Rd, 
10am-3.30pm, £10; bring lunch. 
01844 212559. 

Sat 20 HIGH WYCOMBE 

Christmas Bazaar; SS Mary and 
George’s Church, Rutland Ave 2pm. 
Sat 20 BLETCHLEY Christmas gifts: 
fairly traded crafts from Traidcraft, 
Tearcraft, Oasis, etc.; coffee, soup 
lunches, Whaddon Way Church, 
Beaverbrook Close 10.30am-2pm. 
Sat 20 KIDMORE END & SON- 
NING COMMON Parish Christmas 
Fair 2pm Kidmore End School. 

Sat 20 ROTHERFIELD PEPP- 
PARD Concert by Cantus of sacred 
and secular music for St Cecilia’s- 
tide, All Saints’ Church 8pm. 
Collection for FareShare. 0118 972 
2844. 

Sat 20 CHIPPING NORTON 



compiled by Clare Wenham 

November 2004 



Folk, Blues & Gospel Concert, 
Town Hall 8pm. Tickets £5 in 
advance (£6 on door) St Mary’s 
Office 01608 646202, or The 
Bookshop, Chipping Norton. 

Hie 23 BANBURY Ralph McTell 
in concert, St Mary’s Church. 01295 
259855. 

Thu 25 OXFORD Prisons’ Week 
Service, Magdalen College School, 
Cowley Place, 7.30pm. Speaker: Sir 
David Ramsbotham (former Chief 
Inspector of Prisons). 

Fri 26 FINGEST Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ing at Holy Communion 10.15am. 
01491 571231. 

Sat 27 STRATFIELD MOR- 
TIMER St John’s Church Christmas 
Bazaar St John’s Hall, 10.30am- 
2pm. 0118 933 3704. 

Sat 27 WOUGHTON ON THE 
GREEN Candlelit Bazaai; St Mary’s 
Church: mulled wine, stalls, Father 
Christmas. 01908 665113. 

Sat 27 MILTON KEYNES Feast 
for Peace, 20th anniversary of Peace 
& Justice Network 7pm City 
Church. Food, music, fair trade 
stalls. Tickets £10 in aid of Bhopal 
Medical Centre. 01908 230611. 

Sun 28 LETCOMBE BASSETT 
Christmas Market in village’s historic 
buildings: 30 stalls, mulled wine, 
Christmas food, live music 1 lam-4pm. 
£2 children free, in aid of Church 
Resoration Fund. 01235 762390. 



Sun 28 MILTON KEYNES 

Candlelit Advent Carol Service with 
Choir of the City Church, 6pm The 
City Church. Free (offertory). 01908 
246486 or 07961 348697. 

DECEMBER 

Wed 1 OXFORD Advent Hope: 
service to mark World AIDS Day 
7.30pm Christ Church Cathedral. 
Sat 4 HOOK NORTON Vivaldi 
Gloria , etc. 7.30pm with Chipping 
Norton Choral Society, St Peter’s 
Church. Tickets £10 01993 

830775, or tickets® cncs.org.uk. 
Sun 5 MILTON KEYNES 
Monteverdi Vespers with Corner- 
stone Chamber Choir & 
Orchestra, 7.45pm City Church. 
Tickets £11.50, child £5 01908 
246486 or 07961 348697. 

Sun 5 SUTTON COURTENAY 
Advent Concert: ‘75 Years of 
Great British Choral Music 1875- 
1945’, All Saints’ Singers Choral 
Society & Orchestra, All Saints’ 
Church, The Green. Tickets £10 
(family £20) on door or 01235 
848205, 848719, 848997. 

BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



Courses 

Children and Young People 

13 Nov Ready, Steady, Worship: 
ideas and skills-packed day for pri- 
mary teachers and church-based chil- 
dren’s work leaders. The King’s 
Centre, High Wycombe, 10.15am- 
3.30pm. £10. Book by 5 Nov. 

Book online at <www.brf.org.uk/ 
worship> or First Floor \ Elsfield 
House, 15-17 Elsfield Way, Oxford 
OX2 8FG, tel. 01865 319704, e-mail 
<bamabas@brf.org.itk> 

23 Nov Tweenagers: responding 
to and working with 9-13 year- 
olds, Diocesan Church House, 
7.45-9.45pm 
Full details Valerie Hooley, 
Diocesan Church House, tel. 
01865 208257. 

Milton Keynes Training 

6 Nov Child Protection Training 
Church of Christ the King, Kents 
Hill, 10am-3pm 
9 Nov Child Grieving in 2004 
Day conference organized by MK 
Bereavement Service, Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone, 9.30am- 
3.30pm Details 01908 231292. 
17, 24 Nov Who is the Holy 
Spirit? Bradwell Chapel, Lough- 
ton Rd, 7.45-9.45pm, £5.50 each 
27 Nov Journeying with God 
Holy Cross Church, Two Mile 
Ash, 9am-lpm, £7.50. 



Milton Keynes Christian Training 
Course, Bradwell Chapel, 

Loughton Rd, Bradwell, Milton 
Keynes, 

MK13 9AA, tel. 01908 605892, 
e-mail <mktraincom@aol.com>. 

Christian Spirituality 

13 Dec Churches of the Mani, Dr 
Nicholas Gendle, 2 Canterbury Rd, 
llam-4pm 

4 Dec A Christian Understanding 
of the Person, with Bishop Kallistos 
of Diokleia and Revd Anne Holmes, 
2 Canterbury Road, Oxford, 
10.30am-2pm, £10 
St Theosevia Centre for Christian 
Spirituality, 2 Canterbury Rd, 
Oxford; tel. 01865 310341, e-mail 
<sttheosevia@onetel.com> 

Notice 

Wanted for Godly Play 

Small communion set for a new 
godly play classroom. Contact 
Jenny Hyson, tel. 01865 208255. 

University Church of St Mary 
the Virgin, High St, Oxford 
German Lutheran Service 4pm 

1st Sunday of month (not Jan or Aug) 

Spanish Eucharist (Anglican) 
3.45pm 2nd Sunday of each month 
(not Jan or Aug) in chancel 



November Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 



f O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is 
your name in all the earth P Psalm 
8:1 

Let us pray to God our Father 
through Jesus Christ His Son, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit: 

Mon 1 ALL SAINTS’ DAY We 

give thanks for the gift of prayer 
and remember all who enable and 
support the Christian journey, 
especially those producing parish 
prayer guides, this diocesan prayer 
diary, the Anglican cycle of prayer 
and those providing places of 
retreat, reflection and time to be 
listened to, religious communities, 
members of the Quiet Garden 
movement, spiritual directors, 
trained listeners. 

Hie 2 ALL SOULS’ DAY All 

those who care for the dying and 
bereaved, those who enable others 
to live with, rather than die from, 
disease; those who respond to the 
needs of relatives and friends fol- 
lowing sudden death. Those who 
have ministered in times of violent 
death during the past year and 
remember pastoral teams in all 
parishes with their continuing min- 
istry of sensitivity and care for 
those who mourn. 

Wed 3 Bracknell Deanery. 
Ranelagh School: for developing 
relationships with the churches 
and wider community. The clergy 
chapter retreat at Douai Abbey. 
Strategic planning for mission and 
for deepening of relationships and 
Working between parishes. Dean- 
ery synod, especially financial mat- 
ters. The Deanery Training 
Programme: the forthcoming 

course ‘Caught in the Story’ on 
biblical understanding. Area dean 

- Nick Parish; synod lay chairman 

— Maureen Beadsley; industrial 
chaplain - Nick Parish; deanery 
ecumenical representative - 
Catherine Blundell. 



Thu 4 Bracknell Team Ministry: 
clergy - David Osborn, Catherine 
Blundell, Jeremy Harris, Mark 
Ackford, Peter Bestley, Margaret 
Clarke; licensed lay minister - 
David Blundell; Church Army - 
Sister J. Colby. 

Fri 5 Ascot Heath All Saints’: cler- 
gy - Anthony Lury, Lynn Trainor, 
Alison Cooper, Gill Wiggins. 
Binfield All Saints’ & St Mark: 
clergy - Bill Meyer, Margaret 
Thirlwell; licensed lay minister - 
Muriel Wilkins. 

Sat 6 Easthampstead St Michael 
and St Mary Magdalene: clergy - 
Guy Cole, Andy Marshall, 
Beatrice Pearson. 

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE 
ADVENT 

Sun 7 Those resident in the dio- 
cese who are politicians working in 
European, national and local gov- 
ernment, and those serving in the 
House of Lords. 

Mon 8 Sunningdale Holy Trinity: 
clergy - David Uffindell, Anthea 
Griggs. Sunninghill St Michael: 
clergy - Kerry Ramsay; licensed 
lay ministers - Carol Neilson, 
Raymond Whitney. 

Hie 9 South Ascot All Souls: cler- 
gy - Sebastian Jones, Susan Jones; 
licensed lay ministers - Mary 
Nichols, Paul Knight 
Wed 10 Warfield St Michael the 
Archangel: clergy - Brian 

Meardon, Ben Beecroft, Chris 
Beecroft; youth workers - Mark 
Meardon, Trevor Meardon; lay 
pastors - Fred Slack, Michael 
Summers, Chris Hill, Mark 
Meardon; licensed lay ministers - 
Dave Cappleman, Chris Hill, 
Michael Summers, Michael 
Hayward. 

Thu 1 1 Winkfield with 
Cranbourne: clergy - Richard 
Neill, Ian James. Winkfield St 
Mary: licensed lay ministers - 



Mary Knight. Cranbourne: 
licensed lay ministers - Stuart Ager, 
Jacki Thomas, Mike Thomas. 

Fri 12 Bicester and Islip Deanery. 
The pastoral re-organization and 
the development of benefices. Area 
dean - Philip Ball; synod lay chair- 
man - Martyn Simmons; deanery 
ecumenical representative - K. 
Stoddard. 

Sat 13 Bicester Area Team 
Ministry: clergy - Philip Ball, 
David Bouskill, Margaret Mullins, 
Christopher Boyce, Rachel 
Webbley, Robert Atkins; licensed 
lay ministers - R. Marshall, Colin 
Cockshaw. 

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE 
ADVENT 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

Sun 14 As we stand in remem- 
brance of those whose lives were 
taken in war, may we hear God’s 
call to live as peacemakers under 
his sovereignty. Military chaplains: 
in the Army - Jonathan Ball, B. 
Elliott, S. Thatcher, R. Mitchell; in 
the RAF - the chaplains at High 
Wycombe, Aylesbury, Wallingford 
and Brize Norton. Those who care 
through the work of the British 
Legion and other support organi- 
zations. 

Mon 15 Akeman: clergy - Derek 
Walker; licensed lay ministers - 
Elizabeth Taylor; Michael Nunn, 
Grant Lee. 

Hie 16 The Ray Valley: clergy - 
Mary Carney, Simon Lockett, Paul 
Bond; licensed lay ministers - 
Glenys Edwards, R. Marshall. The 
Heyfords with Rousham and 
Somerton: churchwardens during 
the vacancy; clergy - Martin 
Flathaway; Church Army - Ian 
Biscoe. 

Wed 17 Fritwell with Souldem 
and Ardley with Fewcott: clergy - 
Paul Hunt, Martin Hathaway. 
Thu 18 Shelswell: clergy - Ricky 



Yates, Stephen Bushell, Michael 
White, Kathy Ferguson; licensed lay 
ministers - Alan Jones, Penny Wood. 
Fri 19 Amersham Deanery. Give 
thanks for the life and service of 
Gary Rowlandson and pray for 
Di, Tim and Andrew. We pray for 
Revd Dr Peter Holmes and Phil 
Baul C.A. as they begin their min- 
istries in the deanery. We pray for 
the Deanery Pastoral Vision Group 
looking at ministry deployment. 
We remember the three parishes in 
interregna and those taking extra 
responsibility during this time. We 
pray for a deanery evangelistic din- 
ner on 2 December with J. John as 
speaker. We pray for a growing 
sense of collegiality among the 
parishes. Area dean - John 
Wynbume; synod lay chairman - 
Hilary Sheppard; evangelism chap- 
lain - Fane Conant: deanery ecu- 
menical representative - Tim 
Harper. 

Sat 20 Amersham St Mary with 
Coleshill: clergy - Tim Harper, 
Carolynn Croisedale-Appleby, 
Derrick Carr; youth worker - 
Marianne Holt. Amersham on the 
Hill St Michael and All Angels: 
churchwardens during the vacan- 
cy; clergy - Jo Gallant, Margaret 
Hall, Peter Binns: youth / children’s 
worker - Nick Gallant. 

CHRIST THE KING 

Sun 21 Prisons’ Week. Officers, 
staff, volunteers and prisoners at 
Aylesbury HMYOI, Bullingdon 
Prison, Huntercombe FLMYOI, 
Reading HMYOI & RC, 
Springhill Grendon Underwood 
Prison, Woodhill Prison. The 
Prison Service Chaplains, especial- 
ly Jo Williams, Philip Derbyshire, 
Tim Edge, Ian Thacker, David 
Little, and those who minister dur- 
ing the vacancies. The ecumenical 
teamwork of prison chaplains. 
Initiatives to share the gospel in 



prison and provide supportive 
homes when men and women 
rejoin the community. Prison 
Fellowship and its ministry to pris- 
oners, their families and ex-prison- 
ers: area co-ordinator - Philip 
Clayton. Those who support the 
victims of crime. <www.prison- 
sweek.org>. 

Mon 22 Holtspur St Thomas: 
clergy - Richard Caddell. Chalfont 
St Giles: clergy - Tim Stacey, 
Angela Thompson, M. Bleakley. 
Hie 23 Beaconsfield Team 
Ministry: clergy - John Wynbume, 
Peter Holmes, Robin Grayson: 
youth / children’s worker - Rob 
Hayden. Beaconsfield St Mary and 
All Saints: clergy - John 

Wynburne. Beaconsfield St 
Michael and All Angels: clergy - 
Robert Spicer; licensed lay minister 

- Hazel Chow. 

Wed 24 Chenies and Little 
Chalfont, Latimer and Flaunden: 
clergy - David Allsop; licensed lay 
minister - Pat Ansell; youth/chil- 
dren’s worker - R. Ansell. 

Thu 25 Chalfont St Peter: church- 
wardens during the vacancy: clergy 

- Mark Ewbank, Wendy Graham. 
Fri 26 Denham St Mary the 
Virgin: clergy - Adrian Hirst, 
Cathy Smith; licensed lay minister 

- Joyce Tearall. Chesham Bois St 
Leonard: churchwardens during 
the vacancy; clergy - Derek Butler; 
Christopher Clare; youth minister 

- Matt Levett; licensed lay minis- 
ters - David Talks, Ron Wilcox, 
Sue Dogget, Jackie Lambert; chil- 
dren’s worker - P. Berry; lay pastor 

- G. Noyes. 

Sal 27 Gerrards Cross St James 
with Fulmer St James: clergy - Paul 
Williams, Nat Schluter, Martin 
Williams, Meyrick Beebee, Jim 
King; lay worker - Christoph 
Lindner; youth workers - Shawn 
Swinney, Edda Linder; licensed lay 
ministers - John Hedley, Jim 



Armstrong, Tony Jefferis; youth 
workers - Nick Weldon, Edda 
Lindner. 

ADVENT SUNDAY 

Sun 28 All Advent study groups, 
quiet days, and opportunities to 
wait upon the Lord. 

Mon 29 Seer Green and Jordans, 
Holy Trinity: clergy - Fane 
Conant. Penn Holy Trinity: clergy 
- Michael Bisset, Alison Caw; 
licensed lay minister - Beth Wili. 
Penn Street Holy Trinity: clergy - 
Matthew Boyes. 

Hie 30 Great Chesham Team 
Ministry: clergy - Roger Salisbury, 
Rebecca Harris, John Shepherd, 
Phil Chadder; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Beryl Peam, Don Sanderson, 
Jean Corfield, Averil Stephenson; 
lay workers - Rachel Anderson; 
children’s worker - D. Miranda. 
New Town Emmanuel: clergy - 
John Shepherd. Waterside Christ 
Church: clergy - Rebecca Harris. 
Tyler’s Hill St George: clergy - 
Rebecca Harris. Ashley Green St 
John the Evangelist with Whelpley 
Hill St Michael and All Angels: 
clergy - Roger Salisbury. Chesham 
St Mary’s with Bellingdon St John: 
clergy - Roger Salisbury. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am 
Matins; 11.1 5am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins; 7.35am Holy 
Communion; 

6pm Evensong 
(Thursdays 5.35pm, Sung 
Eucharist 6pm) 
Wednesdays only: 

1 .05pm Holy Communion 




Win the top ten bestselling Christian books this Christmas! 



by Natalie Abbott 

WONDERING what books to buy for friends 
and family this Christmas? The Door has 
teamed up with St Andrew’s bookshops across 
the Diocese to find out what books are flying 
off the shelves this winter. 

And if you’d like to win a great prize of a 
complete set of bestsellers (one for adults, one 
for children) read on.... 

The top 10 bestselling children’s books: 

1. GNB Rainbow Bible: With beautiful line 
drawings throughout, quick search lists and 
key cross-references, this provides a readable 




authoritative Bible text. 

2. CEV Youth Bible: Developed with help from 
key Christian organisations including Soul 
Survivor, Christians in Sport, Tearfund and 
Wycliffe, it explains history, explores the big 
ideas and unpacks today's issues. 

3. Beginner’s Bible: recommended for under 8s, 
retells 95 Bible stories illustrated with colourful 
and humorous pictures. 

4. NIV adventure Bible: For 7-11 year olds 
contains numerous special features including 
action panels (things to do and make), Bible 
facts, words to remember and details of what 
life was like in Bible times. 

5. Children's guide to the Bible: leads you 
through the books from beginning to end and 
explains God's great plan for the world, helped 
along the way by signposts. 

6. Stories Jesus Told: illustrated by Mick 
Inkpan, contains eight of Jesus' best-loved sto- 
ries, simply told and accompanied by fantastic 
illustrations. 

7. Lion First Bible: long a children's favourite, 
contains sixty Bible stories with an important 
message, specially chosen for young children. 

8. Lion Bible: Everlasting Stories is a beautiful 
hard-back book illustrated throughout to 
enhance the drama and the emotion of the text. 

9. My Very First Prayers: contains delightful 
prayers about all the things in a child's world. 

10. Who left Grandad at the chip shop? A col- 
lection of verse for children. Written with 



humour, insight and imagination, this book 
covers topics from skirting boards to goldfish. 
The top 10 bestselling adult books: 

1. The Purpose Driven Life: The No. 1 New 
York Times Bestseller, Rick Warren’s book is a 
must-read. Studied in churches throughout the 
world, this book will help you to understand 
why you are alive. 

2. Battlefield of the mind: Joyce Meyer’s pow- 
erful book addresses the worries, doubts, con- 
fusion, depression, anger and other negative 
thoughts that plague so many of us and how to 
overcome these damaging thought patterns. 

3. Light Force: Brother Andrew, author of 
God’s Smuggler and A1 Janssen of Open Doors 
International bring the impassioned message 
that there is hope for the Middle East. 

4. Street Bible: ‘For those who’ve never read 
the Bible, and for those who’ve read it too 
much’, Rob Lacey’s Street Bible, is an overview 
of the basic story of God and his people, told 
by a 21st-century storyteller. 

5. Heavenly Man: an inspirational and heroic 
story of a radical Christian, Brother Yun, in the 
house churches of China. 

6. If You Want to Walk on Water..: from the 
teaching pastor at Willow Creek, John Ortberg, 
a book about discovering your potential, deep- 
ening your character, your trust in God and 
stepping outside the comfort zone 

7. Power of a Praying Woman: by Stormie 
Omartian highlights the importance not only of 



praying for your spouse, children, friends, fam- 
ily but also praying for yourself. 

8. My Story - Selwyn Hughes traces his life 
from a Welsh mining village through his experi- 
ences of the past 50 years as a pastor, evangelist 
and pioneer in the field of Christian counselling 
training, interspersed with personal accounts of 
his battle with cancer, loss of family members 
and how throughout his life God’s love, grace 
and strength have sustained him. 

9. Case for Faith: Legally trained investigative 
reporter, Lee Strobel, follows up his bestselling 
The Case for Christ and focuses on the con- 
cerns of many about faith in God. 

10. The life you've always wanted: by John 
Ortberg, a challenge to be transformed not 
only in our spiritual lives, but our ordinary,., 
everyday lives. 

The Door has a complete set of each of the 
top ten books to give away. To win the set of 
adult bestsellers, answer this simple question: 
Which book made it to the top of the New 
York Times Bestseller list? To win the chil- 
dren’s set, we are asking youngsters to submit 
an illustration of their favourite Christmas 
scene. Send in your entries by November 15 to 
Top Ten Bestsellers, The Door, Church House, 
North Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 0NB. 

St Andrew's Bookshop has branches across the diocese in * 
Great Missenden, Maidenhead \ Oxford, Reading, Slough, 
Witney, Wokingham and Wolverton ( Milton Keynes). 



New ideas for creative worship this Advent 



By Sue Booys 

THIS is an immensely practical 
book written by two excellent 
communicators which provides 
resources to celebrate Advent 
with both children and adults in 
Church, at home and at school. 

In Sharing Life through 
Advent Jenny Hyson and David 
Winter have given each year of 
the three year Lectionary an 
overall theme: Pilgrimage, 

Promises and Coming. All the 
‘take home’ material and Bible 
Reading notes are set out on A4 
pages with photocopy permis- 
sion and I confidently expect to 



see Advent booklets blossoming 
throughout this Diocese at least! 

A particular strength of the 
book is its focus on providing 
clear and creative ideas for reflec- 
tive worship in home and school 
as well as Church. There is a real 
sense of building up through 
Advent to the Christmas revela- 
tion offered through ideas for a 
focus table and candle time and 
introducing the wondering ques- 
tions and activities characteristic 
of Godly play. Simple craft activ- 
ities back up the ideas. Advent 4 
in year B is a classic example of 
this excellent integrated 
approach: a Godly play type 



introduction; making a talking 
star; and candle time with silver 
stars to share - I’m looking for- 
ward to it already! 

You may not use everything in 
this book but the opportunity to 
link the Advent experience in 
Church, at home and in school is 
one that is too good to be missed! 
Revd Sue Booys has been 
appointed as the new Rector of 
Dorchester Abbey. We have five 
copies of Sharing Life Through 
Advent to give away. Send your 
name and address to Sharing 
Life book draw, The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey 
Lane, Oxford 0X2 ONB 
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Qualified staff with 24 hour care. 
Pleasant rooms for single occupancy 
or married couple 
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★ EN-S UITES 

Comfortable rooms at sensible prices 
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SlIRMAN & HORWOOD 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS 

Incorporating The Funeral Department 
of Hobbs & Castle of Watlington 
PRIVATE FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 

The Green Crowell 25 High Street 

Chinnor Princes R is bo rough 

(01844) 351323 (01844) 274842 

All numbers offer a 24 hour emergency service 



HELP!! 

Welt motivated individuals required who 
would like a simple part-time business. 

If you are honest, ethical and would like 
to earn £ik - £2ok per month full or part-time 

WITH ON-GOING TRAINING & SUPPORT 
TO ENSURE YOU SUCCEED 

RING CHRIS ON: 08444 530320 

Mobile: 07970 717110 
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• ABINGDON 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

26 High Street 

OX14 5 AX Tel: (01235) 554589 

• AYLESBURY 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

114 High Street 

HP20 1BT Tel: (01296) 395356 

• BANBURY 

TRINDER FUNERAL SERVICE 

122 Middleton Road 

0X16 4QU Tel: (01295) 272207 

• BICESTER 

RJ TYRRELL FUNERAL SERVICE 

1 1 Manorsfield Road 

0X26 6EH Tel: (01869) 252888 

• BICESTER 

L HARTNESS FUNERAL SERVICE 

1 1 Victoria Road 

0X26 6QD Tel: (01869) 253282 

• BRACKLEY 

WJ FRANKLIN & SON 

30 High Street 

NN13 5DS Tel: (01280)702356 

• CARTERTON 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

8 The Clock House 
Brize Norton Road 
OX18 3HN Tel: (01993) 843359 

• DIDCOT 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

6 The Market Place 
The Broadway 

0X11 7LE Tel: (01235) 512266 

• HIGH WYCOMBE 
CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

110 Dashwood Avenue 

HP12 30B Tel: (01494)451292 



• KIDLINGTON 
REEVES & PAIN 

19 Fairfax Centre 
Oxford Road 

OX5 2PB Tel: (01865) 371159 

• OXFORD 

AW BRUCE LTD 
29 Rogers Street 
Summertown 

0X2 7JS Tel/Fax: (01865) 310907 
CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

2 Hendred Street 

0X4 2ED Tel: (01865) 748855 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 
Holyoake Hall, London Road 
Headington 

0X3 9ED Tel: (01865) 308581 

REEVES & PAIN 

288 Abingdon Road 

0X1 4TE Tel: (01865)242529 

• THAME 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

8 High Street 

0X9 2BV Tel: (01844) 260067 

• WENDOVER 

SOVEREIGN FUNERAL SERVICE 

3 Holly Court, Tring Road 

HP22 6PE Tel: (01296) 696224 

• WITNEY 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

The Cemetery Lodge 
Tower Hill 

0X28 5ES Tel: (01993) 706778 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 



the Door closes 



One of the things I 
have found hardest 
to get used to as a 
newly ordained 
curate is not the 
number of sermons 
to preach, the dif- 
ferent services to 
take, or indeed the number of 
names to remember, but the 
wearing of a dog collar. People 
generally have two different 
reactions to walking past me 
while Pm wearing this obtru- 
sive band of plastic. The first is 
to develop a sudden but deeply 
engrossing interest in the pave- 
ment, a nearby shop window, 
or the contents of a handbag, 
all the while ensuring that any 
amount of eye contact is impos- 
sible. The second is to do a dou- 
ble-take and stare gawpingly at 
me even as I have walked on by. 
Both reactions are understand- 
ably unnerving (although per- 
haps not as unnerving as being 
wolf-whistled at with a dog 
collar on!) 

So, what prompts such a 
reaction to a humble piece of 
~ white plastic? I have come to 
the conclusion that an indica- 
tion of a Christian presence in 
the community is unexpected 
for some and uncomfortable 
for others. For many it is prefer- 
able that Christians are con- 
tained irrelevantly in figures 
such as Harold Bishop in 
Neighbours or Dot in 
Eastenders - distant and slight- 
ly ridiculous. A reminder that 
the Christian faith is alive and 
kicking in the community can 
be hugely threatening. 

However, as Alan Wilson, the 



Bishop of 
Buckingham, 
reminded many 
of us in 
Wendover 
recently, the mis- 
sion of Christ’s 
followers as 
modelled by the New 
Testament Church is to take the 
Christian faith into the heart of 
a community rather than to 
remain allusive in a formidable 
church building. Bishop Alan 
was speaking at the blessing of 
St Mary’s shop, a joint venture 
with Wendover Churches 
together, newly opened on the 
high street in Wendover. The 
shop is the fulfilment of a vision 
to establish a Christian presence 
at the heart of the community. 

No doubt there will be those 
in the village who find the exis- 
tence of this shop both unex- 
pected and uncomfortable. 
This, after all is not what 
church is. But actually, if we are 
to answer Jesus’ call to be the 
light of the world this is exactly 
what the church must be. We 
have no place hiding away in a 
beautiful stone building behind 
a grand oak door. Similarly, I 
have no place in discarding my 
dog collar in order to hide 
behind my anonymity. A 
Christian presence may be awk- 
ward but it is also provocative 
and glorifying to God: ‘You are 
the light of the world... Let 
your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven.’ 

Em Coley is a curate in 
Wendover with Halton, Bucks 
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‘Simple, popular and modern’: could 
you write a carol for the 21st century? 

Read Gerry Hanson's short history of the carol below and be inspired to write a new carol yourself. The 
Door is asking readers to compose the words for a new carol, set to a popular tune, by November 12. 
The competition will be judged by Dorchester Abbey's musical director John Simpson. His choice of 
winning carol will be sung at the Abbey's service of Nine Lessons and Carols on December 19. 



OF the many pagan practices 
that early Christianity adopted 
and adapted for its own use, the 
most enduring is the Carol. The 
pagan carol was associated with 
fertility rites and used in cele- 
brations to mark the passing of 
the winter solstice and the 
advent of Spring and in the 
early church it was as likely to 
be used at Easter as it was at 
Christmas. Today, of course, the 
carol is firmly associated with 
the Advent of our Lord’s incar- 
nation and is undoubtedly the 
most popular of all the subdivi- 
sions of hymnody. 

Ban 

However the established Church 
has not always embraced carols 
enthusiastically and for much of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries they were actually 
banned, with the accent in 
church music being placed on 
Gregorian chants, plainsong or 
metric psalms. Although the 
ban was lifted at the 
Reformation of 1660, it was not 
until 1700 that the authorities 
softened their opposition when 
they allowed Nahum 
Tate’s ‘While Shepherds 
Watched’ to be used in Church of 
England services. It remained the 
only permitted carol for most of 
the 18th century until joined on 



the ‘approved list 5 in 1782 by 
‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing’. 
Three hundred years on and these 
two remain top favourites. Both 
have been parodied, a sure sign of 
popularity. Most of us can 
remember singing irreverent ver- 
sions of ‘While Shepherds 
Watched’ when we were children, 
and adults of a certain age will 
recall that during the 1936 
Abdication crisis people sang 
‘Hark the Herald Angels sing, 
Mrs Simpson’s pinched our king’. 

Eccentric 

Nahum Tate, who wrote ‘While 
Shepherds Watched’ was by far 
the most eccentric of hymn 
writers. A man of the theatre, 
who worked with Dryden, he 
had the curious habit of re- 
writing (without permission), 
other people’s plays and even 
re-wrote King Lear to give it a 
happy ending. His 23-year 
tenure of the Poet Laureateship 
was undistinguished, his secu- 
lar verse was poor, but his 
hymns were inspirational and 
include such gems as ‘Through 
all the changing scenes of life’ 
and ‘As pants the hart for cool- 
ing streams’. 

The early Church’s decision 
to celebrate Christ’s birth in 
December explains why we 
often associate the Nativity with 



snow. Christina Rossetti’s beau- 
tiful poem, ‘In the bleak mid- 
winter’ has probably done more 
than most to convince genera- 
tions of children that the birth 
of Jesus did actually take place 
in the snow. But it was not a 
new idea: 200 years earlier, 
John Milton’s poem ‘On the 
morning of Christ’s Nativity’ 
made the suggestion that snow 
fell at the Saviour’s birth to 
cloak the fallen world with pure 
whiteness. 

With notable exceptions (such 
as ‘Good King Wenceslas’), most 
of our carols tell the story of the 
nativity. But we also have a fine 
canon of Advent hymns which 
anticipate the coming of the 
Lord and these did not suffer 
the ban that affected carols. 
Among the favourites are ‘Hark 
the glad sounds, the Saviour 
comes’ by Philip Doddridge, 
and Charles Wesley’s ‘Come 
thou long expected Jesus’. 

Calypso 

Modern versions of the 
Christmas story are constantly 
being added to the repertoire 
and many have quickly become 
famous, not least Michael 
Perry’s ‘Calypso Carol’, which 
gained its fame by accident. In 
the 1960s a luckless BBC engi- 
neer wiped out the tape of the 



King’s College Carol Service in 
the days before it went out 
‘live’. With no time to re-record 
it, the BBC hastily arranged a 
service of carols using Cliff 
Richard as a draw, and he chose 
the Calypso carol ‘See Him 
lying on a bed of straw’. It 
became an instant favourite. 
Politically correct? 

Percy Dearmer, who co-edited 
the authoritative ‘Oxford Book 
of Carols’ defined carols as, 
‘songs with a religious impulse 
that are simple, hilarious, popu- 
lar and modem’. However in 
his introduction to his excellent 
Penguin Book of Carols, the 
Revd Ian Bradley notes a trend 
that is less welcome. He 
deplores the recent attempts to 
re-write classic carols to elimi- 
nate gender-exclusive or overtly 
Christian language, and says’ 
‘With the arrival of the political- 
ly correct, multi-faith carol, 
purged of any reference to men, 
Christ, cribs or angels, we have 
come back to where we started 
- with carols disconnected from 
Christmas or Christianity’. We 
must pray that his fears are not 
realised and that we can keep 
the marvellous tradition of the 
carol alive. 

Gerry Hanson is from Iver 
Heath, Bucks 
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‘Do this in remembrance of 
me’ 1 Corinthians 11:24 

As we get older our memory 
gets a bit less reliable, partic- 
ularly where names are con- 
cerned, I find. We can often 
recall vividly moments from 
a distant childhood - a scene 
in a garden, a holiday by the 
sea, a particular Christmas 
present - while having prob- 
lems remembering which day 
of the week it is today. 

Right at the heart of the 
Christian faith, as indeed it 
was for the Jewish faith from 
which it grew, is the notion of 
remembering. The Jews were 
to ‘remember’ until the end 
of time the Passover, their 
deliverance from slavery in 
Egypt. Year by yeai; in word 
and ritual, that experience 
was relived. And it was at the 
Passover meal that Jesus 




by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



instituted the great Christian 
act of remembrance in the 
breaking of bread: ‘do this in 
remembrance of me.’ Our 
faith is built on memory, or, 
more precisely, on reliving in 
the present a great saving 
event from the past. Just as 
the Jews speak of the Lord 
bringing ‘us’ out of Egypt 
(even though the event 
occurred hundreds of genera- 
tions ago), so Christians 
remember what Jesus did for 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism, a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Making Sense of the 
Bible (Lion). 



us ‘once for all’ two thousand 
years ago but in doing so 
relive the experience of salva- 
tion now, in the present. That 
is the real miracle of remem- 
bering - when recall is so 
vivid and so relevant that it 
makes the past into the pres- 
ent . . . changes things now. 

This month we mark 
Remembrance Day, when we 
‘remember’ those who died in 
the great world wars. We say 
that ‘at the going down of the 
sun and in the morning’ we 
will ‘remember’ them, but 
our remembrance only 
becomes meaningful if it is so 
real that it actually changes 
things now. Simply to 
‘remember’ can sometimes be 
little more than empty nostal- 
gia or even sentimental indul- 
gence. True remembrance, on 
the other hand, can be life- 
changing. 
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